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DIVINE PATER NITY, 
( o * 


| GOD the Father of Men. 


RODUCTION. 


INCE a right Knowledge of God and 
ourſelves is allowed on all hands to be a 
Thing of very great Moment with re- 
ard to Religion; the Author of the following 
SAY has ſet himſelf to cultivate ſuch Know- 
ledge, and would gladly contribute what in 
him, lies towards a farther Progreſs and Ad- 
vancement therein, 


The 


[iv 
The grand fundamental Propofitions laid 
down by him, and which from —— and 
Reaſon he undertakes to confirm, are theſe 


Two; viz. That Mankind are the Offspring of 


God; and that the primary Character of the 
Deity with reſpect to Men is that of Father, 
After he ſhall have ſufficiently eſtabliſhed theſe 
OW ſeveral N and Conclufrons 
will be drawn from them, which to him ap- 
pear natural and juſt, 
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PRO POSITION I. 


Mankind are the Offspring of God. 


o 


1 OR the Proof of this Propoſition, be 
\ Þ it obſerved, that the Evangeliſt St. Luke, 


in giving us the Genealogy of Jeſus 
VOY Chrih, — Elder — * 
according to the Fleſh, leads us at length to 
the One unbegotten God, the Self. exiſtent, 
Supreme Original, from whom we all ſprung. 
And the Filiation or Sonſhip of Adam to Gad 


moſt High, is expreſs d in the very ſame Form 


of Language as that of Enos to Seth, Seth to 


Adam, or any other Son to his Father pre- 


ceding him. Enos was the Son of Seth, who 
was the Son of Adam, bo as the Son of God, 
Luke iii. 38. A plain Declaration this therefore 
of his Extraction from, and Relation to, the 
And as there is ſuch an Affirmation of St. 


Lake with -reſpe& to the firſt Man Adam, 


there is a like and equivalent Affirmation of 
St. Paul with reſpe&t to the whole human 
Race, We axe, /ays he, (uſing the ou 
1 B | O 


- 


th. 
f 6 —— 
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of a heathen Poet, Aratus) THE OFFSPRING 

or Gop, Acts xvii. 20. 5 

Nor is it without ſufficient Ground and 

Reaſon that thus much is affirmed concerning 

Mankind, foraſmuch as the great God hath 
roduced them in his own Likeneſs, and there 


| Ig a ſuitable Proviſion which he hath made for 


their Welfare and Happineſs. Both theſe are 


proper parental Acts , on account of which 


God may, with great Propriety, be. reputed 


and ſtyled Tux FarHER or Men, and they, 


with the ſame Propriety, be eſteemed and de- 


nominated RI OFFSPRING or Children. 
I can't think it amiſs to offer ſomewhat for 
the Illuſtration of each. | 


. Firſt, Mankind are Beings produced or derived 


from God, and that after his own Image or 


Likeneſs. | 


The Fathers of our Fleſh are but Shadows 


or imperfet Emblems of our heavenly Father 
in refpe& to our Origination. They cotri- 
bute nothing to the Production of their 


Children but what they receive from him, the 


firſt Cauſe, in the ſettled Conſtitution or 
Courſe of Things. Which Courſe f Things, . 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, is nothing but the Will of 


God producing certain Effects in a conſtant 
regular manner. And though the Production 
of Animals, as well as Plants and Herbs, with- 


out Seed, be juſtly exploded, yet who but the 


* Two ſure and inconteſtable Marks of Patervity, or Father- 


hood, to communicate Being with Likeneſs, and provide for its 
Happineſs when ſo communicated, l. 


_ 


r r 


e 


Divine PATERNITY. 3 
Author of all Life and Motion, could give 
Exiſtence to thoſe Animalcula, or little imper- 
ceptible Principles of Bodies, and _ them 
to the Parent Animal, who is a paſſive Reci- 
pient ? © Ir paſſes indeed through the 
« Bodies of the Parents, who afford a tranſ- 
« itory Habitation and Subſiftence to it; but 
it cannot be formed by the Parent, or grow 


cout of any Part of them: For an organized 


* Body muſt be faſhioned, as it were, at one 
* Stroke, and cannot be the Effet of any 


natural and gradual Process Beſides, if it 


be conſider d, that there is a certain Stimu- 
lation, and Pleaſure, which ſtrongly inſtigates 
to that Act which is neceſſary to propagate 
the Species, it may, perhaps, with a good 
deal of Juſtice, be ſaid, That our Parents are 


guided by a kind of Inſtinct, or a Propenſity 


of Nature, rather than by Reaſon and Defign, 
and are only Inſtruments employ'd by their 
heavenly Father in bringing Men into the 
World. + What Father of a thouſand, 
« when he ets a Child, thinks farther. 
* than to ſatisfy his preſent Appetite ? God, 
“in his infinite Wiſdom, has put ſtrong 
& Deſires of Copulation into the Conſtitution 
* of Men, thereby to continue the Race of 
“Mankind, which he doth moſt commonly 
* without: the Intention, and often againſt 
* the Conſent and Will, of the Begetter. And 
indeed thoſe who deſire and deſign Children, 


* Relig. Nat. Delis. Sec. V. P. 91. 
t Locke's Works, Vol. ii. p. 120. 


bs. 33 B 2 « are 


them. — 
itſelf, we are, as has been ſaid, chiefly indebted 
to our heavenly Father for it: He has the im- 
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* do little more towards their making, than 
% Deucalion and his Wife, in the Fable, did 
towards the making of Mankind by throw- 


ing Pebbles over their Heads.” Their being 


the Inſtruments, Occaſion, or ſecondary 
Cauſes of our Exiſtence, is, indeed, the firſt 
Ground of all filial Obligation and Duty to 
| But, with reſpe& to Exiſtence 


mediate Management and Concern of giving 


Being; has the ſale Intention of producing, 


and Direction of this or that Individual, from 


or by this or that Parent. 
The Formation of the Body in the Womb, 


or unfolding the little Syſtem, requires 
Divine Skill. He, who firſt curiouſly wrought 


in Secret, can, in this Receſs of Nature, alone 
expound the Parts, and open this exquiſite 
Piece of Machinery, made up of an Infinity 
of Fibres, which compoſe innumerable Nerves, 
Veins, Arteries, and muſcular Springs; in 


whoſe Book all our Members were written. 


There, ſays an inſpired Writer, ' thou coveredff 


me: I will praiſe thee ; for I am fearfully and 


wonderfully made. And another, ſpeaking 
of the Generation of the Fætus in the Womb, 
Haſ thou not poured me out as Milk, and cruddled 


me like Cheeſe ? Thou haſt cloathed me with Skin 


Pal. cxxxix, 


and 


* are but the Occaſion: of their Being; and 
*« when they deſign and wiſh to beget them, 
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Sand Fleſh, and haſt Fenced me with Bones and 


Sinews s. | 
And, as the animal. Principle, or original 
human Body, in Miniature, ſeems to' come 
immediately from the Finger of God; and the 
Growth of the Animal, the Stretching out, 
or filling up, the ſmall ſtaminal Veſſels with 
extraneous Matter, to ſuch a Size, Shape, and 
diſtinguiſhing Features, is an evident Effect of 
his Wiſdom and Power; ſo the rational Prin- 
ciple, the Soul, by a certain Nobleneſs peculiar 


| co itſelf, challenges a near and intimate Re- 


lation to him. If he be Father, as Former of 
our Bodies, he is Father of aur Spirits in a 
more direct and eminent Senſe. The Soul of 
our great Anceſtor is repreſented in Scripture 
to be a kind of Emanation from the Deity, or 
which the Lord God breathed into him +. And 
whether our Souls, like his, are tranſmitted 
to the Body immediately from God, or whe- 
ther they pre- exiſted, or are propagated with 
the Body, it don't ſignify much to our preſent 
Purpoſe. Tis ſufficient that the Phenomena, or 
different Effects and Operations, of the human 
Mind, if there be no Impediment in the 
Organs to which it is united, beſpeak it to be 
the nobleſt Work of, and the neareſt a-kin to, 
the Deity. 


5 Feò x. 10, 11. | T Gen. ii. 7. 


But, 


* 


6 A ESS AV on the 
But, however, tho the ſuppoſed Traduction 
or Pre. exiſtenceò of the Mind, or rational Soul, 
will not prevent God from being the Father of 
Men, the immediate Propagation of it from 
| God, and his creating and infuſing it into the 

Body, ſeems moſt agreeable to Reaſon and 

Revelation both. For ſhould the Opinion of || Ge 
ſome be true, That there were Animalcula | Wh 


'._ originally formed by the Almighty Parent in the 


am, to be the Seed of the whole Race, the / 
Union and Habitation of Minds in thoſe Ani- 
malcula from the Beginning, can hardly be 
allowed : For what wiſe and valuable End or 
Purpoſe would it anſwer, ro keep them ſo 
long pent up and imprifon'd? Will it be ſaid, 
To preſerve the Life of the Seed ? Tis queſtion- 
able, at leaft, whether they are neceſſary to 
that Purpole, and it mayn't be done without 
em, by virtue of ſome other Principle; I 
mean the ſenſitive Soul, as it is term'd, and 
which hath been reckon'd a Principle bglong- 
ing to the human Compoſition, by divers of the 
ancient, as well as ſome later Philoſophers. Bur, 
waving this, the Scripture; f ig of our 
Anceftors, conſiders them only as e, bum, 
' concerning tbe Fleſh, we are Children. And, 
faith the Author of the Ep1/tle to the Hebrews, 


* The Doctrine of Traduction, or one Soul emitting another, 
as the Body doth the Matter of the Body, is quite unphiloſo- 
phical, the Body exiſting before Generation - in Animalculo. And 
as for that of the Pre- exiſlence of the Soul in a State of Bliſs and 
Haygiineſs, (an Hypotheſis invented to ſolve the Difficulties ot Pro- 
widence) it has, tho ſome Antiquity of its Side, very little the 
Appearance of Tryth, 
47 
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Tf we have had Fathers of our Fleſh, which cur. 
rected us, and we gave them Reverence, ſhall 
ve not much rather be in Subjection to the Father 
of our Spirits, and live *? In the Old Teflament, 
the immediate Creation of the Soul ſeems to 
be expreſly aſſerted, as well as challenged b 
God, as a Work peculiarly his. Saith the Lord, 
ula | which firetcheth forth the Heavens, and layeth 
the Foundation of the Earth, and formeth the 
Spirit of Manwithin him . And, faith Elibu, 
The Spirit of God hath made me, and the Breath 
of the Almighty hath given me Life 1. If we 
might preſume to gueſs, when this Inſpiration 
of the rational Soul from God is, we cannor, 
perhaps, more probably fix it, than to about 
the Half of that Period of Time we are in- 
clos'd in the Womb; Nature being obſerved to 
be from thence betrer provided to preſerve the 
Fetus than before. Be that as it will; 

As we are quicken'd in the Womb by a 
divine Energy, we are likewiſe brought thence 
by a divine Skill. For as to thoſe particular 
Laws in the Animal Oeconomy, which forward 
the Expultfion of the Fætus at the proper Time, 
we are always to remember, that they are the 
Laws of God, by which he is ſo far from 
ing excluded from having any Concern in 
the Affair, that in the Order and Harmony of 
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. theſe Laws, he more immediately diſcovers 
41 — 1 

id * Heb. xii. 9. + Zech. xii. 1. 

o + Fob xxxili, 4. 

_ himſelf 


9 


(ww 
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himſelf ro us: 
Poet *; 


All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee ; = 
All Chance, Direction, which thou canſt not ſee. 


And another, greater, under a facred Impulſe, 
appears to have had ſo juſt a Senſe of this 
- Matter; that he mentions it as an Inſtance of 
God's earlieſt paſt Mercies to him, and turns 
it into an Argument for future ones; By thee 
have I been holden up from the Womb : Thou art 
be that took me out f my Mother's Bowels Þ. 
This, of God's imparting Being to Men, is 
fo plain a Proof of his being te Father of 
them, that we may interrogate in the Words 
of a Prophet, Have we not all one Father? 
 Hath not one God created us ? by Rt 

But what corroborates and gives, I may ſay, 
the concluding Force to this Argument, is; That 
Man is produc'd in the Image and Likeneſs of 
| God, As Generation isthe Foundation of Pa- 
ternity, ſo the general Notion of Generation, as 
the learned Biſhop Pear ſon obſerves, is the Pro- 


duction of the like ; i. e. one is produced with a 
Likeneſs and Similitude to the Producer, in Na- 


ture, Qualities, and Diſpoſitions. As to Subſtance, 
Metaphyſical Being, Nature, or Eſſence, we 
know nothing at all; and therefore how far 
or wherein there be a Likeneſs in Man to God 


in this reſpect, we pretend not to ſay. Tis 


* Mir. Pope, f Pſal. lxxi. 6. + Mal. ii. 10. 
ſufficient 


For, according to a great | 
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ſufficient that there are Qualities, Attributes 
Jand Powers, fimilar to, or which reſemble in 


the one, thoſe of the other. | 

In order to draw out this Image of God in 
Man, let us turn to the moſt obvious and 
natural Notion we have of God; which I 
take to be this, That he is a moral, intelligent 
/gent, who has Life in himſelf, and is Supreme 
over all, This, I apprehend, may be con- 


ſider d as the Archetype or Pattern. But here 


a Hint is neceſſary; namely, That an Image 
cannot have all thoſe Things ſaid of it, which 
may be faid of its Original. Tis enough that 
it reſemble it ſo far as it is capable of bein 

reſembled. A Son may be the expreſs Image 
of his Father's Perſon, and yet what is pro- 
dicated of the Father cannot -of the Son, 
without the higheſt Abſurdity; or, in ſhorr, 
deſtroying both Father and-Son, and making 
them neither the one nor the other. If the 
Attributes and Perfections of God were in 
Man in an equal Degree, Man would rather 
be the /ame with God, or God himſelf, than 


Ia Copy or Image of him. This being pre- 


iſed, the Image and Likeneſs of God, in 
which the firſt Man (for him we areito have 
principally in View, for Reaſons that are 
obvious) was created, will appear by con- 
ſidering, n 


Firſt, That as God himſelf is, ſo he pro- 
duced Adam, a moral, intelligent Agent ; or, 
in other Words, Like God, he was a Perſon 
6 3 | endued 


. 


endued with a Principle of Underſtanding and | 
Will, whereby be was capable of diſcerning ; 
the Nature and Relations of Things, and of 
acting with Choice and Deſign in what was 
right and fit. There is a Spirit in Man, and 
" the Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth him Un- 
erſtanding. He teacheth him more than the 
Beaſis of the Earth, and maketh bim wiſer 
than the Fowls of Heaven. By this Principle 
(che Ground and Spring, of moral Action and 
Rectitude, both in God and Man) he was 
capable of diſcovering the great eſſential 5 
Law and Order of all rational Beings; vi. tr 
Wat the Will always aft in Submiſſion to the} 
Did ates o the Under fanding: I ſay, he was] ,, 
capable of diſcerning the Fitneſs of this g. 
Order and Law in his moral or rational, intel- © 
ligent Nature, and of conforming bimſelf D 
— His Faculties were adjuſted andſ _ 
adapted to that eternal Truth of Things] n 
whereby the Deity regulates his own Conduct, m 
inſomuch that it was as natural or effential 0 
to him, as to God himſelf, to diſcern an im- ... 
mutable Difference in Things, a Right and al 4 
Mrong. Fit and Unfit, according as choſe Thing 4 
became Objects. of, or were preſented to, hi 
Underſtanding. And by this alfo he became 3. 
a free Being, or could naturally determind ſe 
himſelf to act always as was beſt and fictell C 
for him to act. How like was this to God! 
And, as Adam was, ſo are all his Race 
moral, intelligent Agents. And tho” there be 
a Perverſion of Order at Ie in the Race 
| 2 1 


n thoſe Faculties which make up the moral 
Jof sin conſiſts) yet, bleſſed be God! this 
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ature, (in which Diſorder the very Effence 


moral Nature may be renewed and improved 
in us; and is therefore called the NeEw Man, 
which is renewed in Knowledge, after the Image 
of him that created him * ; or, as is otherwiſe 
expreſſed, which after God is created in Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs of Truth þ. 


Secondly, As God hath Life in himſelf, ſo 
did he (in a Senſe) give unto Adam, to have 
Life in himſelf, My Meaning is, that he en- 


'F truſted the Immortality of his Being, which 


was properly his Life, with him; putting it 
out of the Power of all Beings whatever to 
deprive him of it without his own Conſent. 
One eternal Age might have meaſured his 
Duration, nor Death, nor C tion, have 
croſs'd his Exiſtence, had he not profanely fold 


his Birthright for a ſenſual Gratification. And 


may we not add, That as the Father is the 
Original and Fountain of immortal Life, and 
can convey it to others ; ſo did he give unto 
Adam a Power of conveying of that Life to 
all his Defcendants ? T8 * 

This Reſemblance to God, or Power of 
immortal Life, with which Man was inveſted, 
ſeems to be the Reaſon aſſigned for that expreſs 
Command given after the Flood for — 178 
Murderers : Whoſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, by 


* Cop. Hi. 10. 7 Eph. iv. 24. 


C 2 Man 
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Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed; for in the Image 
of God made he Man . For God, ſaith the 
Book of Wiſdom Þ+, created Man to be immortal, 
and made him to be an Image of. his own 
Eternity. 
Neo, tho' Adam forfeited this by his Diſ- 
obedience, and, inſtead of Liſe, entail'd Death 
on all his Poſterity, yet, bleſſed be God! it is 
recoverable through Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
undertaken to effect it in us, and will certainly 
do ſo, if it be not our own Faults. 


Thirdly, God, as the Supreme Being, and 
Sovereign of the Univerſe, inveſted Man with 
a Sovereignty over all Creatures on this Globe. 
He hath put all Things under his Feet ; all Sheep 
and Oxen, yea, and the Beaſts of the Field, 
the Fowl of the Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea, 
and whatſoever paſſes through the Paths of 
tbe Seas J. | 
The ſacred Hiſtorian introduces his Account 


of the Production of our Anceſtor with ſome- 


thing very peculiar and remarkable, and makes 
him to be an Effect of deep Council, as well 


as the Semblance of the Divine Being, And 
God ſaid, Let us make Man in our Image, 


after our Likeneſs ; and let them have Dominion 


over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the Fowl of 
| the Air, and over the Cattle, and over all the 
Earth, and over every creeping Thing that 
creepeth upon the Earth. Ss God created Man 


en. ix. 6, f Chap. ii, 23. + Pal. viii. 6, 3, * 
. Þ 4 : 
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in his own Image; in the Image of God createa 
he him F. | 

Now, as Man was at firſt ſo bright a Copy 
of the divine Original, and bears at preſent 
ſome Remains of Likeneſs, and is capable of 
a more complete Reſemblance, to God, we 
have, I think, all imaginable Reaſon to con- 
clude, that this derived Being is bis own 
Offspring and Race. | 


$ Gen. i. 26, 27. 


SECT, 
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| Bir ORE we proceed abe it may not 
be unneceſſary to obviate an Objection 
that may ariſe, and, eſpecially, ſince we ſhall 


be led more fully to explain ourſelves on this 


Subject. 


Ohheckion. Every Son is of the ſame bla 
with the Father who begot him. And, as the 
Terms, Father and Son, are borrowed from 
the Language of Men, and there is ſo great a 
Difference between God and his Creatures, the 
Terms, as here applied, muſt admit of a 
different Conſtruction and Limitation: To 
which, by way of Reply, 

would obſerve, That we are quite ignorant 
- of Nature, or metaphyſical Subſtance, as was 


ſaid above, and cannot tell what Matter or 


Spirit is, but by their Properties. The divine 
Nature or Subſtance is neceſſary, ſelf-exiſtent, 
eternal, omnipreſent, intelligent, &e. Theſe 
Artributes do evidently belong to it; but the 
Subject or Subſtratum in which they inhere, 
who can comprehend and give a Definition 
thereof? There were, it ſeems, among the 
ed Philoſophers, many, who held human Souls 


to 
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to be Parts or Sections of the Subſtance of God, 
and there are chriftian Philoſophers who aſſert, 
14 The true, unbodied, ſpiritual Subſtance, in 
« intelligent and ſentient Natures, to be an 
« Emanation, Efflux, Ray, or Spark, or an 
« infiniteſimal Miniature of bis Subſtance, who 
« is ſelſcexiſlent; which how to reconcile with 
the Unity and Simplicity of the divine Eſſence, 
we know not. And, truly, it ſeems a pal- 
l pable Contradiction for any Thing, or Being, 
to be neceſſarily infinite, and yet diviſibſe. 
Could we ſuppoſe, with an ingenious Writer +, 
the Power of Cogitation or Thought to be 
0 the very ſubſtantial Nature or phyſicul Being of 
* Spirit, there would be no other Difference 
between our Spirits, and the Father of them, 
than this; namely, That the former have 
Limits, neceſſarily, as created or derived Powers; 
whilſt God, as neceſſarily exiſting, is con- 
ceived of as an unlimited Power of Conſci- 
oui ſueſi and Volition, in the moſt conſtant and uni- 
verſal Activity. Was this Notion true, as it 
is ſublime, I apprehend it would, in ſome 
meaſure, take off What the Objection is ſup- 
poſed to contain. N 

As to the Terms, Father and Son, as here 

| applied, being borrowed from the Language of 
Men, that is, perhaps, a great Miſtake; for tis 

highly probable, that this Title, Father, was 

given by the firſt Man to God, before he had 

a Child of his own to call him ſo; for he 


Dr. Cheyne's Eſſay on Regimen. + Dr. Watts, 
5 being 
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being the Son o, God, what Title more likely 
to be given to God by him, if he ever gave 
him any, or called him by any Name, than 
that which was expreſſive of the Truth of 
that Relation wherein God ſtood unto him? 
And, if ſo, the Term, Fatber, among Men, 
is rather borrowed from God, the fir/?, the 
grand "Almighty Parent, whoſe Emblems they, 
to whom it is applied, are. However, ſu 
pole them borrowed, the Relations expreſſed 
by the Terms in the Subject before us, are not 
only older than human Language, but are 
rather more intimate and permanent than any 
like Relations among Men. Here is with God, 
as was obſerved above, Intention, Direction, 
and De/ gn, in the Production of Man, And 
here is alſo ſuch a Similitude of Qualities and 
Attributes, as will bear out and ſupport the 
paternal Relation of the one to the other in 
the ſtrongeſt Forms of Speech. 4 
The Scripture, I think, gives us a kind o 
complex Idea of the Manner in which Man 
was introduced at firſt into Being: Not called 
into it, like inanimate Things; or, by the 
Divine Word, brought forth by the Earth or 
the Waters; but the Lord God formed Man of 
tbe Duſt of the Ground, and breathed into his 
Noſtrilt the Breath of Life *; and Man became 
a living Soul ; that is, if I may expreſs what I 
apprehend by it, he inſpired the Clay, after 
Formation, not only with a Principle of 


* Parrick on Gen. il, 7. : d 
animal 
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mal Life, but with a conſcious aFive Prin- 
zple from, and ſimilar to, himſelf, which 
nter'd into the Conſticution,or eſſ-nrial Frame, 
of Man, making him to be, what he is, ® 
rational, intelligent Agent. Now, 'tis the 
Production of Man, in the Likeneſs above 
deſcribed, which is the grand effential Thing 
in the Relation of God as Father, and that by 
which it commences: And this I conſider a8 
the Ground ot Reaſon of Obligation, or the Fit«. 
neſs on God's Parc of -paternal Regards to 
Man. And, in this, God becomes more than 
Creator : For, by making Man for himſelf, or 
for a' Participation of that — 2 which 
he eternally enjoys in himſelf, (of which 
below) and by uniting him to himſelf by a 
Communication of like Attributes and Powers 
for che Attainment thereof, he puts on firi# 
Fatherhood: So that in the very Exiſtence and 
Subſtance, as it were, of the Deity, ue Men 
exift, — and have our Being; and are 44 


bes pot tn. 

will conchide this Section with bo Re- 
rs by way of Inference, from what we 
have advanced” in chis, and in the N 
one. 


1 1 


Fin, Cod! is not the Father f the Univerſe, 
hor of Brates, in the ſame proper Senſe wherein = 
be it Father of Men. According to ſome 
learned Writers, this Character, Father of the 
Univerſe, was firſt given by the Pagan Philo» 
ow W a mere gn Being, à myſtical, 


firſt 


18 iir a6 th 16 


firſt Nature, or Principle of Things, as #1 
Mater, &c. or to an imaginary Saul ef the 
Wearld.: See | Maxwell's Intro, Bays before 
Cumberland; and: Campbells Inquiry into the 
Extent of human Powers. And tho this Style 
has, been retained, and applied by chriſtian 
Divine and Pbilgſathers, to "ihe true God, as 
reator f all '1 hangs, yet, in girictneſs of 
peedh, Maker and Fether convey very dif- 
ferent Ideas; as different as the Terms Arr, 
and. Nature. And, with Submiſſion, the 
Compilers of that ancient Creed, commonly 
called rbe Apoſles, did deſign Father eee 
and Maker: of  Heeven and Earth, for tw 
giftint Articles; or, otherwiſe, they muſt 
have admitted a Tautology:; which. in a Com- 
poſition requiring; Brevity, is very unlikely 
and unreaſonable to ſuppoſe. I look upon this 
Character, thefeſore, When given: io God, to 
be, in Truth, no more than a bold rhetorical 
Figure.z as . Tubah, according to the. Hebrew 
Idiom, was the Father of the Harp and Organ, 
becauſe he invented thoſe Inſtruments. Hut, 
certainly, Jubul was the Father,of, ee 
Sons. in a more ſtriet and higher, Senſe... 1.1 
As for Brutes, they have been loaded with 
Compliments; and it is become faſhionable 
with ſome ingenicus Men, to wes) wo 
1 the Leſi hand of Fellowſhip, and rank 
in 4 like Relation to God with fa tn — 
We wight not have wonder d at this 1 in Pagan 
Phidaſophers,. beneath the.Influegcs of ſuch a 
Nause of a Father 4 2 Univer /e, as above: 


222 ment, 
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mentioned, ſince their Syſtem might, without 
Extravagancy, allow of even religious Ho- 
nours to Brutes and inanimate Beings, who 
were all Parts or Parcels of Jove, as well as 
themſelves. But to hear chriſtian Philoſophers, 
Men of better Senſe, ſtyle theſe Creatures the 
Offepring, Copies, Images, and Sparks of the 
Deity, is not a little ſurpriſing. We are ready, 
indeed, to allow, that as the Work of an Ar- 
tiſt may be ſaid to correſpond with the Ari 
particular Ideas in reference thereunto, thus 
far every Plant and Vorm is created in the 
Likeneſs of God. But this Likeneſs is quite 
abſtract and foreign to the Senſe we are at 
preſent concern'd with. God ſaid, Let us 
make Man in our Image, after our Likeneſs. 


A plain Indication of ſomething peculiar, and 


not common to all the Creatures. The Image 
and Likeneſs of God, as a diſtinguiſbing Note of 
Fatherhood, is of another and nobler Kind, viz. 
a Likeneſs or Similitude of perſonal Properties 
and Peofeetions But 2 thoſe perlen 
Properties and Perfections in Bruten? Or 
what is the Reſemblance they bear to God? 
Tis true, they are, in a lower Degree, intel- 
ligent, or capable of Pleaſure and Pain; but 
then this is merely Organical, or by external 
Senſation only. Are their Souls immortal; 
and have they a moral Senſe, ora Capacity 
natural to them, of diſcerning the Relations. 
and Fitneſſes of Things; a Power of chufing 
and purſuing moral Truth and Right as ſuch; 
and a Perception of Pleaſure and Pain reſult- 
ee 990 ing 
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ing from moral right or wrong Action? No, 
nothing at all of this, as we know of. Where 
is then this Likeneſs to God to determine their 

Sonſhip? We admit them, indeed, into his 
Family, and beneath his providential Care, 


bur as Servants, and no more. 5 by 

As Jacrifices obtain'd early in the World, 
even in the Days of our Father Adam, when 
every Man was his own Prieſt, I cannot but 
think them to have been of divine Inſti- 
tution; and that among the wiſe Ends they 
were. deſign'd to anſwer, this was one, vig. 


To keep up in Mens Minds, who by the Fall 


were become mortal, and, in that reſpec, 


on an equal Foot with the Brute Creation, a 
Senſe of their ſuperior Worth - and Dignity, 
For ſuch now were the Circumſtances of 


Men befalleth Beafis, even one thing befalleth 
them, As the one dieth, fo dieth the other, yea, 
they baus all one Breath, jo that a Man hath 
no Pre- eminence above a Beaſt. I ſay, I cannot 
dut think, the Power given Mankind over the 
Lives of theſe Creatures, firſt for Sacrifices, 
and after the Plozd for Food alſo, was wiſely 
deſign'd to preſerve in them a Senſe of their 
own natural Worth and Importance. Tis 
well known what Plunges the Egyptians after- 
wards took to fink human Nature, when, for 
the divire Qualities they pretended to have 
diſcover'd in Oxen, Cats, and Crocagiles, they 
held them ſacred, and paid them Worſhip. 
And no Expedieut can, perhaps, be conceiv'd 


more 


Lye that that which befalleth the Sons of 
ef 
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more proper to have prevented that Super- 
— Gin the Diſtindion of - Beaſts into 
clean and unclean, which prevail'd among the 
firft Men, Gen. vii. and the Appointment of 
the former for Sacrifices. But, let this paſs 
for Conjecture. Whenever it ſhall appear that 
Brutes, of any or of all Kinds, are or may be 
moral Agents, then, and not before, we will 
allow they are or may be be Offspring of God, 
be their outward Make and Form ever ſo 
contemptible. 


Secend Remark. The Evidence of Sonſhip 
admits of Degrees, in Proportion to the 
Knowledge Men have of, and the Reſemblance 
they bear to, God. They who know not 
God, cannot know that they are of God; and 


being ignorant of his Perfections, it is im- 


poſſible they ſhould fee in themſelves, what- 
ever they bear, any Similitude whereby to 
judge themſelves a-kin to him. The Jews, 
whoſe principal Notion of God was that of a 
great Sovereign, form'd Ideas of Filiation to 
him conſonant thereto. Hence their Princes 


were ſtyled Gods, and Children of the moft High ; 


and the whole Nation bis Sons, inaſmuch as 


they fanſied his ſovereign Goodneſs confined 
and limited to them only, by his Covenant 
with Abraham, from whom they deſcended. 
The fallen Angels may, for ought we know, 
retain a quick Senſe of their ſublime Original; 


but having oblicerated the moral Image, and 


thrown off all filial Regard to God, it but 
3 lerves 


\ 
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ſerves the Purpoſes of Pride, Envy, and 
-Diſtra#ion. The Holy One Chriſt Jeſus; tho 
he knew that he came forth from the Father, 
and was able to evince the Truth of it to 
Men, by an Exertion of his Father's Power, in 
an eminent Degree, yet was his Reſurrection 
from the Dead, to an immortal State of Being, 
an Addition to his Evidence of Sonſhip, a 
kind of new Birth, or @ Being begotten again, 
as it is Written in the Second Pſalm, Thou art 
my Son, this Day have I begotten thee, Acts 
xiii. 33- And as the Evidence, to a Man's 
elf, is founded in Knowledge, and com leted 
in Likeneſs to God, the more improv'd, or- 
derly, and perfect, che Nature and moral 
Powers of Man are, the clearer and brighter 
he ſees it. Now are we the Sons of Gad] can 
thoſe who are not ſpurious Chriſtians ſayz but 
when they ſhall have put on a „inlet Immor- 
tality, it will admit of no manner of Doubt 
of what Race or Der they are. 


Z '7 
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ECT. ni. 


77 E proceed to the ſecond Note or Mark, 
of God's being the Father of Men; 
which is, the Regard be has ſhewn for ſleir 
Welfare and Happineſs. 

The Paternal is, undoubtedly, a Relation 
obich implies and demands Affection and 
Tenderneſs. Can a Woman forget her ſucking 
Child, that foe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the 
Son of ber Womb? If ſo unnatural a thing be 
poſſible, yet, I will nat forget ; God doth 
not bring Men into the World, and then leave 
them, or forſake the Work of his Hands, tha 
Images of himſelf; but he rejoices over them 
to do them Good, or takes a Pleaſure in the 
conſtant Communication of his Goodneſs and 
Bounty to chem. Ia our Infant State, he 
diſcloſes; hrs Concern by the Care and Kind- 


neſſes of our earthly Progenitors, which, flow 


from that Inſtinct, and - thoſe ſoft Paſſions; 
wherewith he ,purpoſely endued them. He 
guards the tender Thread of Liſe from innu- 
merable Euils that ſurround us, and give 


us all Things richly to enjoy eh. the vay ; 


* Ja. xlix. 15. % % n © | 
cl rious 


. 


24 An ESSAY on the 


rious Periods of our preſent Life : His Wiſdom, 


Power, and Goodneſs, are conſtantly employ'd 


in what we call Providence; which, accord- 


ing to the beautiful Simile of the Orientals, 
attends us like a watchful Shepherd his Flock, 
who gathereth the Lambs with his Arm, and 
carrieth them in his Boſom, and gently leadeth 
- thoſe that are with Young *. He maketh us to lie 
down in green Paſtures, he leadeth us beſide | the 
fill Waters, - © Out - YO; *,* 

All Beings whatever would, indeed, pre- 
ſently loſe their Exiſtence, and ceaſe to be, 
was the Influx of the Deity ſuſpended, or but 


one of thoſe Laws interrupted, by which they 


are upheld. But he is good to all, and his 
fender Mercies are over all his Works. "The 
0 F all look unto him, and be ſatisfieth their 
 Defres. He giveth to the Beaſt his Food, and 

to the young Ravens which cry: And, from his 
natural, intrinſick Goodneſs, we have Reaſon 
to conclude, That none of theſe inferior 
Beings will, upon the Whole of their Ex- 


iſtence, whether that reaches to another Body 


and World or not, be unhappy and miſerable. 
But, to confine ourſelves to fuck Inſtances 
of Providence, as are ſpecial and liar to 
Man. What an infinite Variety of Beings 
hath God placed under him, of different 
Abilities and Capacities, as an ; to 
ſerve and attend him? Theſe ſeem chiefly de- 
ſigned to leſſen the Labour, or heighten: the 


8 © Chap. x, if, 4 Fal. xxiii, 
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Pleaſure, of Man's preſent Exiſtence : Not 


that this is all the End they are capable of an- 


ſwering to him; for whilſt the Strength of the 
Ox, the generous Temper and Swiftneſs of the 
Herſe, the Dog's ſharp Scent and Fidelity, are 
in his Aid ; whilſt he is entertain'd with the 
tuneful Notes of the feather'd Muſicians ; and 
whilſt he views the different and wonderful 
Structures of their Bodies, and their beautiful 
Liveries, he is naturally led, unleſs he be 
ſenſeleſs, to contemplate the Wiſdom, Grandeur 
and Magnificence of God, to gueſs at the Re- 
ation he bears to him by the Henours here 


done him, and gratefully to adore the rich 


Profuſion of his infinite Goodneſs, Bur ſince 
there are ſome Animals almoſt as noxious and 
hurtful as others are z %, to Man, any Ar- 
gument, withour admitting a Change in the 
original Conſtitution of Things, a Suppoſition 
favour'd by Revelation, any Argument, I fay, . 
drawn from hence, will loſe its Force. 

In order therefore to ſpeak more directly to 
the Purpoſe concerning the Regards of God 
for the Welfare and Happineſs of Man, from 
whence we would argue God's paternal Re- 


lation to him, it may be neceſſary to inquire, 


What is the Happineſs of Man, or wherein it 


conſiſts? And, whatever it be, we are ſure 


it muſt, in general, have a Correſpondency to 


his Frame and Conſtitution, to his. Circum- 


ſtances and Relation of Being; otherwiſe 'tis 


only a falſe Good, or no bettet than Diſorder 
and Delirium, | 


E We 
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We ſhall conſider him as a compound 
Being, or as a rational Spirit united to a 
certain organized, animal Body. G 

_ To begin with his Body. This is that Part 
which is ſubje& to waſte and decay, and which 
is ſubſervient to the Propagation and Support 
of the Species. Now, to prevent a Diſregard 
to the Body, and an Extinction of the Race, 
there are certain Powers of Affection or Sen- 
ſation lodg'd in us, whereby Ideas of Pleaſure 
or Pain are excited in the Mind, and which 
ſerve as a Spring to thoſe Motions which tend 
to ſuitable Objects. Whenever the Appetite 
has ſuch an Object, there is always a Pleaſure 
or Happineſs. Now, that God has made 
ample Proviſion of ſuitable Objects for the 
Gratification of theſe Appetites or Senſes in 
Man, is beyond all Doubt evident. He, whoſe 
Wiſdom work'd thoſe Inſtincts, Appetites, 
"Paſſions, or whatever you call them, into the 
Frame and Conſtitution of human Nature, has 
too much Equity and Goodneſs to defign them 
for Tormentors only, or not to raiſe, by a re- 
gular Satiety of them with proper Gbjects, 
-Feplstios Teverſe from Pain. Theſe ſenſual 
Gratifications at preſent, make up a neceſſaty 
Part of human Felicity: a Part, I ſay, becauſe 
they are no more; and, really, the leaſt and 
"Joweſt Part: for they humble and debaſe 
_ themſelves extremely, who content themſelves 
with no higher Pleaſures than theſe anima! 
ones, which fre common to the moſt con- 
temptible Inſecfs and low. life Beings, True it 
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than brutal? but as Indulgencies of an extra- 
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is, . that Man, as having Reaſon and Freedom 
of Will, is capable by Art, Imagination, and 
Reflection, of raiſing theſe Pleaſures to a pro- 
digious Height, and of making them more 


vagant Nature fink and enſlave the Mind, 
impair the Body, and enfeeble the Race, th 


are, tis plain, diſorderly and ſinful; what 


cant but be diſpleaſing to God, and iſſue in 
Pain and Miſery. . ini he 

As to the rational and nobler Part, or what 
is more properly the Man, his Happineſs con- 
ſiſts in intellectual and moral Pleaſures. Of 


. the firſt Kind, are thoſe which ariſe from the 


Contemplation of external Objects preſented 
in the Works of Nature or of Art. When 


we ſurvey the World around us with but a 


lictle becoming Attention, we find our Minds 
form'd as it were to be irreſiſtibly ſtruck, 
from the Variety, Beauty and Grandeur” of 


: the Images of Things, with pleaſing Wonder 


.and Admiration. Magnificence, Harmony, agd 


Proportion, delight and charm even the un- 


inſtructed in Numbers and Figures; which 
evidently ſhew the human Mind to be natu- 


rally turn'd and caſt for this kind of Enter- 
tainment. Next to thefe are the Pleaſures af 
the moral Kind: for Inſtance; Faith, Forrj- 
tude, Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, 'Trith 
and Love, do directly and immediately affect 


and pleaſe the Intellect, agree with and gain 


its Approbation and Good-liking, unleſs the 
"Taſte be greatly wo and the Mao be = 


„ 
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bad and diſorderly. Theſe excellent Qualities, 


united, do, by general Conſent, form an ami- 
able Character, a Character ſure to be envy'd 


by Perſons who have no Pretenſions to it 


themſelves. Bring but theſe moral Graces 
home, which are the native Riches of the 
Mind, and Heaven begins. In Proportion to 
his Improvement in theſe, or to his Rectitude 
and Perfection, is the Felicity of Man. Palms 
and Sceptres, Robes and Crouns, how taking 
ſoever with weak Minds, are only propbetic 
Deſcriptions or Emblems of rational Happineſs 


ſpringing from Virtue : And wherein, but in | 
this, conſiſts the Happineſs of the divine Na- 


ture? God has no Object, or is rather himſelf 
the Object of his own eſſential Bliſs. His 


Self. conſciouſneſs, or the Contemplation of 


his own infinite Per fections, muſt and cannot 
but render him infinitely delectable and lovely 
to himſelf. Upon which Account, Rr 
the Aſſertion may not be too bold, That the 
Happineſs for which Man is deſign'd, or which 
us, the End of his Being, is the ſame which God 
tumfelf enjoys, e 


To explain ourſelyes a little: 1 ay, The Hap. : 


fine /i for which Man is defigned, or, which is 
_tbe End of his Being; for an End he muſt 


> 
” 
* 


ave, or, which is the fame, God muſt have 
propos d ſomewhat to bimſelf in the Production 
 ,of Man; unleſs we give way to a blaſphemous 
reproachful Thought of God, and ſuppoſe 
him co act without De/ign ; which would be 
[Equally pious and gaod, as to aſcribe _— 
ence 
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iſtence of the moſt wonderful and nobleBe 


to Fate or Chance. And, if Man has an E a, 
it muſt be attainable; for what is unattainable, 


does not belong to him, can be no End. And 


this End muſt alſo be ſuitable ; ſuitable to che 
Being, internal Frame and Conſtitution of 
Man, whoſe End it is; as well as ſuitable to, 
or worthy of, Him who made him for it. 


Now, Pain or Miſery, 'confider'd fimply as 
an End, is unſuitable to both; ſo far from 


correſpondipg to the Nature of Man, that, 


the very Reverſe, he is found to dread and 
abhor it at all Times; and ſo far from bei 
worthy of God, that it would be highly un- 
worthy, and be, what in itſelf it is, the greateſt 
_ Cruelty and Injuſtice conceivable. From whence 
it follows, (there being but two different 
States or Conditions of perceptive Beings, 


or Uneaſineſs, Pleaſure or Pain) that Happineſs 
is and muſt be the End of Man, the End de- 
ſigned him by God. Now this is an End 


worthy of God; it being fit and agreeable to 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things, that he 


who brings a Being into Exiſtence without his 
Conſent, ſhould lay that Being under ſome 
Obligation ro Gratitude and Duty to him for 
it; which, if ic benot Happineſs as the End 
of that Being, that Being is under no Obli- 


gation of that kind at all to its Author, what- 


ever it may to the contrary. Happineſs is 
alſo an End exactly agreeable and ſuitable to 


the internal Frame and Conſtitution of Man, 


inſomuch that it is, by general Conſent, judged 


to 
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t bs. his right State, all bis Motives to 
Action being drawn rom thence, all his 


Springs to Motion tending directly thereto. 
But not to Joſe Sight c of R Revelation: St. Paul, 


in; his Account of the. Author. and End of 
Man, expreſies the latter to be for the former; 
that we Men, as well as of, are for, the one 
God the Father . For bis Glory undoubtedly. 
But what are the Ideas we affix to this Phrase; 
Not, ſurely, that he brought us into Being 
merely to diſplay his Wiſdom and Power, like 
an Artificer to ſhew bis Skill.: For can that 
which is Vanity in Men be Glory in God? 
Nor yet that he needed Mankind to increaſe 
the Happineſs of his own eternal Exiſtence by 


— 4 his Praiſes, ſince, as a Half Sufficient 


Being 7, he muſt, he cannot but be perfectly 
diſintereſted. He muſt, indeed, be allowed 
to have the higheſt Se eſteem and Value, and 
to propoſe his oven tranſcendent Excellencies 
to the Veneration- and Love of all intelligent 
; Beings; but, to ſuppoſe this Se Heſteem to be 
bis ale Motive in the Production of Man, 
would really be, without a great many quali- 
fying Conſiderations, to make him, in a bed 
See the moſt eb Being in the Univerſe. 
Let. Giory be a d here as the dere and 
Di * Excellency , (which is perhaps the 
proper Notion of the p . ang let this 


® See Treatiſe of Virtue and Happineſs __ | 
 +.1 Cor viii. 6. Marg. . 
-+-See this Principle well purſucd in Later un. Res 
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Glory, or reſplendent Excellency, for which 
Mar. 7s, be Do fider'd fri is the pa- 
ternal Character, or, as the Glory of God the 
Father, and we ſhall be led to fix other Ideas to 
the Term Glory, as here applied to him, of 
whom the whole Family in Heaven and Earth 
is named *, than when applied to him as tbe 
God and King of Iſrael, And, if this way of 
thinking be juſt, I bat is tbe Father's Glory? 
or what is the grandeſt moſt excellent Con- 
ception we can poſſibly form of him in our 
Minds? For Anſwer ; Let us ſuppoſe an all- 
perfect, ſelf-ſufficient Being, producing Myriads 
of rational Intelligences for Happineſs, this his 
Motive, and this their End, what a magnificent 
Idea of him rifes in the Mind? And if (as I 
believe) we cannot conceive a nobler, or more 
grand and illuſtrious Thought of Excellency 
in any Being, this may well be allowed to 
enter into, and make up the Meaning of the 
Expreſſion, the Glory of God the Father, to 
which all the Goſpel Tranſactions for ſaving 
Man are ultimately referred. And, by the 
way, this may help one to conceive in what 
Senſe Man is ſaid to be the Glory of God , and 


Jeſus Chriſt he beg Effulgence, or Break- 
we” 4 


ing forth of that Gloryh. And we may, 
upon the Whole, fix this Principle in our 
Minds, That in the Communication of lite 
Being for like Happineſs, confijts the Glory of the 
Divine Natare. | 


en 


* 


fection of the other. 


When tis ſaid, as above, That the Happineſs 


for which Man is deſign d is the ſame which 


God himſelf enjoys, we mean only as to Nature 


and Kind, not as to Degree: Thus, for In- 
ſtance, Does God take a Pleaſure in viewing 


his Works? Man is formed to be delightfully 
affected with them too. Has moral Truth 
and Beauty Acceſs to the Divine Intellet; and 
is the Perception of it ſo powerful as always 
to determine the Divine Will? Let Man be 
renewed in the Spirit of his Mind, his right 
State, and what in Scripture is ſtyled the Foy 
of the Lord, will be his Strength, or Spring of 


Action, to univerſal Goodneſs or Righteouſneſs. 
Does the Rectitude and Perfection of the 


Divine Nature afford infinite Self-delright ? 
Human Rectitude and Perfection is alſo a 
never- failing Source of exquiſite Pleaſure. 
But then as to the Degree of Pleaſure or Hap- 
pineſs in God and Man in each of theſe 
reſpects, the Difference is, and always will 


be, as great as is between the infinite boundleſs 


Capacity and Rectitude of the one, and the 
limited, derived Capacity, and Creature Per- 


But we have not done with our Inquiry. 


Though Man be naturally found and diſpoſed 
to receive Senfations of Pleaſure from external 
Objects, and though there be a Beauty and 
Lovelineſs in Virtue, and an inſeparable Con- 


nection between it and Happineſs, yet the 
Pleaſures reſulting from all moral and created 


Beauties, will not finiſh and complete his Hap- 


pinels, 
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pineſs. There will remain a rational Appetite 
or Defire after a yet higher Object: To evinee 
which, let us place our Man (whom we will 
call Socrates, or Sir 1/aac Newton) in a State 
of Immortality, confirm'd in Habits of Virtue, 
his Faculties improv'd and inlarg'd, and all 
created Nature before him for his Entertain- 
ment: Say, Shall hereſt ſatisfied here? Will 
he contentedly drop his Inquiry after the ff 
Cauſe of all Things? What] aſpire after no 
better Knowledge of, or more intimate Ac- 

uaintance with, and nearer Approaches to, 

e Father and Fountain of his Being and 
Bleſſedneſs? Or rather, Would he not have an 
ardent Affection and Defire, and be wholly 
bentand inclined this way ? Revelation, which 
is quite conſonant and agreeable to the Nature 
of Man, ſuppoſes this to - be the Caſe; and 
therefore propoſes the Viſon and Fruition of 
God, as the great Reward, Motive, and End, 
of true Religion. Man's natural Likenels to 
God, in the ſeveral reſpects already mentioned, 
does, indeed, ſuppoſe him capable of this 
bleſſed Interview; and his Improvement in 
the divine moral Graces fitly qualifies” and 
diſpoſes him for it. How beatifying the 
Sight, when we ſhall ſee bim as be is , will 
be, is impoſſible to ſay. However, tis certain, 
that an Introduction to that Preſence 
will be the final Conſummation of Bliſs: Foc 
as Good in the Object is here equal (to ſay no 


* 1 Jobs iii. 2, 
F more) 
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more) to the utmaſt Extent of our rational 


Appetites and Neſires, from it muſt neceſſarily 

ariſe & ſatisfying Fulneſi of Je. The Mind, 

whieh. before trembled at every Point, con- 

. of dies Oenme, dere Fells, 220 can go ne 
ther. 

From what bas been ſaid, it appears evident 
and intelligible. That <wth'and in God lieth 
the Bom ion and luberitance of rational Beings : 
That they are brought into Being purpoſely to 
be made happy ε,õt participate of God's own 


etertzal Bliſs, in a way, ſuitable to their Fa- 


culties, ad according to the Meaſure they 
ate capable of. And, on the Whole, if this 
be the Happineſs which Man, a any 
Addieion of new natural Powers, is capable of 
enjoying, it certainly argues ſomething noble 


aus ſublime in his Being, ſomewhat of Kin and 
2 to God. To = let us briefly add, 


pl To en e - ro this Rectitude —_ 


Happineſs: of Man, is the Deſign of God in 


all m Diſpenſations of his Providence, how 
— ſoever they may ſome of chem 
appear. If here we can delight; in ourſelves, 
And find Beauty, or taſte Good, in the Creatures 
Wo poſlels, cis to allure our Souls 2 ro 
the Fountain and Original, 10/ithe, firſt, the 
2 Perfect, the ingfable, and immortal Pul- 
EHritude. By the ſolid Pleaſures we enjoy in 


| bie imperſect State, this dark World, at a 


Hul. xvi. 11, + Howe's be, po 16g 
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Diſtance 7 — we are; as it were, invite 


to judge of thoſe which muſt ariſe from u 
nearer Unlon to, and familiar Acqua inta ner 


With, him. What are all the Beauties of Nx. 


ture, the Goods of Fortune; dr the Sweets of 
human Friendſhip, to bim who:is the Soufee 
Go Life ꝙ alli nd ” 
Or, if none but adverks and Garch 
Benn fill ap the ſhore Meaſure of our Days, 
as is common, perhaps, to the greateſt Part 
— Mankind, this is fo far from being a Mark 
or Charatteriſtic of Wrath ot Hatred in Go 
that it ought to be conſider'd in 4 different 
Light, vis. either as fatheriy Chaſtiſements 
for our undutiful Conduct and Behaviour: qr 
as Exerciſes appointed by him for the Trial 
and Improvement of our Virtue. In- th 
former: Caſe, perhaps, they are the Reſult 
our own wrong bad Actions, as many times 
Man's Afflictions are, and chen they are con 


nected in the Nature of Things, by God, for 


dur Profit, to correct our Errors, ang 
nabe us Partakers of bit Holineſs. A the 
latter, if not oompenſated in this Life, hey 
and eternal 
Woight of Glory. If he permits us to firfſer 
here, it is not without wile and good Reaſons ; 
ſor being hut in dur Hf ericy, or firſt Stage of 
Exiftence; our Education. and 'Improvemept. 
in Knowledge and Virtue for the State before 
ps, may well be ſuppoſed to depend upon 
this Diſcipline. Though, to our weak Appre- 
henſions, the Deity: frowns* upon us, and 
dans x 7 =o Claudi 
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:Clouds and Darkneſ; are round about 1 
may be aſſured, that Righteouſneſs and 25 
ent are ibe Habirarion of bis Throne. If, 
op the Conſtitution of the Body, or the 
ofition. of the World, Pain preponderates 
outweighs Pleaſure in this Life, the 
Ref which remains for ſuch hereafter, will 
be ſweeten d and enhanced in Proportion to 
the Overpoiſe. Tho weeping may endure 
for a Night, Joy will come in the Morning, 
when God will wipe away all Tears from 
dur Eyes, and give us that F — in himſelf, 
that awaits all his Children w 
qualified for it. 
Again; To aſſure us of, and diſpoſe us for, 
ineſs, is the End of all the Revelations 
which God hath at any time made to Man- 
kind: But we need inſtance only in the Re- 
velation by Feſus Chriſt, who came on Purpoſe 
to diſcover the Dignity, and promote the 
Perfection, of human Nature; to make known 
our heavenly Father, and his kind Deſigns of 
Love and Grace to us; or, according to the 
Prophecy of Caiapbas, chat he might gather 
together in one, the Children of God, that were 
Leader abroad *, la Compaſſion to our 
Ignorance and Guilt, God, who foreknew all 
Men, the Gentiles as well as the Fews, to be 
bis own Offspring, hath, in this glorious 
Scheme of Salvation by Chriſt, predeſtinated 
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that he might be the Firſt- born among many Bre- 
thren: And by Faith in him, they have 


| Power to become the Sons of Gad; and have an 


Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 


fadeth not away, every way ſuitable to that 


high Rank and Quality, reſerved in Heaven 


for them. But we forbear inlarging on this 


Head here, eſpecially as enough hath been 


faid to illuſtrate our fr ff Propoſition, and fix it 
as a moſt certain 'Truth, that Mankind are —— 


Offspring - God. 
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The primary Charatter of the Deity with 
reſpec? to Mankind, is, that of Father. 


HIS Propoſition is plain and evident 

1 from the former: For if Mankind are 
the Offspring of God, his Paternal is certainly 
the firſt, obvious, and moſt proper Character, 
under which they can conceive, ſpeak of, or 
addreſs themſelves to, him. This is ſo clear, 
that, among the Heathens, thoſe who held one 
eternal, unoriginated Being, the Cauſe of all 
other Beings, (whether they meant @ myſtical 
Firſt Nature or Principle of Things, or, accord- 
ing to a few of the better Sects of the Pbilo- 
ſophers, the Soul of the World, or an infinite 
Mind) generally aſſerted him to be the common 
Father both of the Gods and Men. And this, 
J ay, 3s his firſt, moſt obvious, and proper 
Character; a Character ſuited to, and expreſ- 
ſive of, the Truth of his Relation to Men. 
Ask a Child, What he calls that venerable 
Perſonage who begot him; and he will readily 
anſwer, 


an 
th 
th 
de 
al 
ka 
B 
8 
L 
P 
tl 
18 
E 
I 
f 
f 
t 
( 
C 
4 
1 
] 
0 


Div4ne PATERNITY. 39 


anſwer, My, Father. It is not that we queſtion 
the Reader's Intellects, or yn ignorant how 
that, by attempting to prove lome, Truths, we 
do hott mg ang tr that we oſſer 
any thing farther on this Head. Tis well 
known, chat divine Sdarreigaty is raiſed like a 
Battery againſt us; and as it has been the 
Strong-hold of many Reverend Fathers and 
Doctors of the Church, we muſt not rudely 
paſs by without paying ſome | Neftrence 
thereto. —_ =01oair vd oi fro[ woe 

Now, not to inſiſt, that divine Sovereignty 
is relative to, Men, and as it ſuppoſes their 
Exiſtence is founded upon the Paternity alone, 
I would obſerve, That all juſt Power is 
founded on Right, not on Strengtb; and ariſes 
from the Nature of the Thing, like the Au- 
thority of a Parent over his Child; or from 
Compact and Choice, like that of a Prince 
over his People, or a Maſter over his Servant. 
All Power beſides, being forced and unna- 
rural, is downright Tyranny and Uſurpaton. 
Divine Sovereignty is of the firſt Kind, and 
ariſes purely from the natural Right and 


Propriety which God hath in Mankind, who 


are ſtrictly and properly his own Offspring. 
If he has therefore an indiſputable Prerogative 
to take the Diſpoſition of them, of their Lives 
and Fortunes, into his Hands, (as moſt certainly 
he hath) it is becauſe he is the Author of 
them, and, as ſuch, perfectly knows what 
Means are beſt to purſue in order to _ 

their 
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their different Tempers to the full Deſigns of 
his Lo . WEL os 
We may alſo take Notice, that, to ſuppoſe 
God to claim Subjection and Obedience, merely 
becauſe Might and Strength are in his Hands, 
reflects upon, and is highly derogatory to, his 
Honour: Tho' there have been Princes of this 
Complexion, and who have had the Vanity 
to ſtyle themſelves the Fathers of their People, 
yet Mankind have always taken care to do 
them Juſtice, by painting out the Tyrants to 
Poſterity in their native Colours. 

We ſee, then, on what the Sovereignty of 
God over Men is founded, to wit, his Pater- 
nity; and, conſequently, it cannot be oppoſite 
to, or deſtructive of, its own Foundation. 
We ſhall therefore leave the following Remark 
here as a Principle, 'viz. Any Notion of, or 
Conſideration drawn from, the Sovereignty, which 
militates againſt the primary Character of God, 
at THE FATHER or Mex, 7s repugnant 1 
right Reaſon, abſurd and unnatural. 
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SECT. V. 


N. order to illuſtrate this Propoſition from 
» Scripture, we will briefly ſubjoin a few 
things, As, 


Firſt, The Paternity of God is conſider'd 
therein as the Ground and Reaſon of our Duty 
and Obedience to him. Tho' it deſcribes, in 
majeſtic Terms, the Lord to be a great God, 
and a great King, above all Gods; in whoſe 
Hands are the deep Places of the Earth, and the 
Strength of the Hills is his alſo; that the Sea is 
his, and he made it, and his Hands formed the 
dry Land; and thence exhorts us fo come and 
bow down, and kneel before the Lord: it adds 
this as the Reaſon, chat he is our Maker and 
our God; and that we are the People of his Pa- 
ure, and the Sheep of bis Hand. And faith 


.. God, by one of the Prophets, F 1 am a Fa- 


ther, where is my Honour ? 


| Secondly, From the Paternity of God is 
drawn the Rule and Meaſure of our Duty. Be 
ye Followers of God as dear Children 7, Bleſs 


Pal ver. + Mal. 6. +$ Eb. v. 1. 
| # WO them 
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them that curſe you, 2 good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which deſpigbi fully uſe 
an. gefalle you © that — np 2 
dren of your FATHER which is in Heaven. Be 


Ye THEREFORE perfect EVEN AS YOUR FATHER, 
which is in Heaven, is perfect x. 


Thirdly, The peculiar and diſtinguiſhing 


Character of the Deity throughout the Writ- 


ings of the New Teftament is that of FATHER. 
As Chriſt by way of Eminence is called THE 
Lokp, ſo God is by way of Eminence ſtyled 
THE FATHER, he being the one ſelf- exiſtent, 


| unoriginated Being, the Fountain and Cauſe 
of all Being and Power. In the very Name 


FATHER, the learned Biſhop Pearſon obſerves, 
+ there is ſomething of Eminence and Priority, 
of which the. Scripture is very expreſs and 
clear. To us there is but one God, The Fa- 
THER, and We in | or for | him; and one Lord 

eſus Chrift, by whom are all Things, and we 

bim . Gop and THE FarHER denote one 
and the ſame Almighty Intelligence or Divine 
Perſon. One Body, one Spirit, one Hope, one 
Lord, one Faith, ane Baptiſm, one God and Fa- 
ther. of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all **, . Giving Thanks. akoays unto 
God and | who is] Tur FATHER, in the Name 
of our Lord Feſus Chrift +4. And that every 
Tongue ſhould confeſs, that Feſus Chrift is Lord, 
to the Glory of God THe FaTmer$. The like 


* Math. v 44, 48. On the Creed. +1 Gr. viii. 6. 
* Epb. iv. 4, 5, 6. jj Chap v. 20. { Phil. ii. 11. 
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is expreſſed in the Apoſtolie Benedictions. 
Gyace, Mercy and Peace from God: THE Fa- 
THER, and Chr 70 Jeſus our Lord *. Grace be 
with you, Mercy and Pence from Gol. Tux 
FATHER;\ aud from the Lor ſus Chriſt the 
Son of THE FaTHeR T. The Deity isfeldom 
mentioned in the New Teſtament, eſpecially 
in the Writings of St. Fobi, but wich or un- 
der this Character. Te only begotren Sor, 
which is in the Boſom of THE FAT AER HNL. Do 
not think, that I will accuſe you % TNA Fas 
THER 5. | For bim hath: God rue Farmer 
fealed . Nat «that any Man hath feer ru 
FATHER, ſave be which ts of God, be bat ſben 
THE FATHER +, And again, We ſhew unto 
you that eternal Life, which aut with TH FA- 
THER T*, If any Man far, we have un Adve- 
cate; with Fas FATHER “. I worrte ams v 
little Children, becauſe. ye bave known 1E Ps 
THER NT. Nor does God ſuſtain. this Cha- 
racter only for that he is the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but becauſe he is alfo ours, 
and in the fame Relation to us. Hence, in 
moſt of St. Pauls Benedictions, he is ſtyled 
ouk Far uRR. Grace be unte you, a Pratt 
from God our Faruk, and tbe Lord Feſtus 
Chriſt tt. And the Lord make you to increaſe, 
to the end he inay fablifh: your Hearts unblame- 
able in'| Holineſs before God, even our Pa- 
* Tim. i. * + 2 John 3. 1 John i. 18. F. 45. 
[| vi. 27. A vi. 46. 1“ 1 Jahn i. 2. ** Chap. ii. 1. ii. 43. 
þ# 1 Cor. J. 3. 2 Core i. 2. Pil. i. 2. iv. 20. | 
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Tarr *, Ne our Lord Jeſus Chrift himſelf, 
and God even our FATHER, which hath loved 


us, and given us everlaſting Conſolation, and 
good Hope, through Grace, comfort your Hearts, 
and flabliſh you in every good Word and 
Wark Þ+. 7 


Fourthly, Ic is the primary Character under 
which we are taught and required to worſhip 


the Deity. The Hour cometh, and now is, when 


the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip Tas Fa- 
THER F. ben ye pray, ſay, Our FarnEx . 
After this Manner therefore pray ye, OuR 
FarnERN TT, Sc. 


Fifthly, The great Goſpel Motive to Faith- 
fulneſs, Conſtancy and Perſeverance in true 


Religion and Virtue, is drawn from this ami- 


able and adorable Character. - Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ſeparate, ſaith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and 
F will receive you, and will be a Father unto 
you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, 
faith the Lord Almighty Tt. He that overcometh 
ball inherit all things, and I will be his God, 
and be ſhall be my Son un. 


In fine, the Paternity of God is made uſe of 
in Scripture to convey to our Minds all that is 
valuable and excellent, amiable and inviting, 


* 1 Thefſ. ili. 12, 13. 2 Te. ii. 16. + iv 23. 
+ Lake xi. 2. f Al vi. bY: +2 c . 17, 18. 
Rev. xxi. 7. 
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For as the Diſcovery thereof raiſes our Affec- 
tions, and engages our filial Obedience unto 
him, ſo is it pregnant with all Bleſſings to us. 
For if Children, then Heirs; Heirs of God, 
and Joint-heirs with Cbriſt *. When our Lord 
had, by his Death and Reſurrection, brought 
Salvation to us by the Remifſion of Sins, thro' 
the tender Mercy of our God, he ſent this 
Meſſage to all his Followers, which is an Epi- 
tome of the whole Goſpel: Go and ſay unto 
my Brethren, I AscexnD unTo My FATHER AND 
YouR' FATHER, AND To My GoD AND YOUR 


Rm. viii. 11. Jobs xx. 17. 
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8 rue and pr — — hqrafter 
which, Pepe 12 


Doi ud in g Mankind," we 
are 2 4810 conſider a few of thals /perulative 
_ practical Truths, which ſeem evideptly, to 
reſult from thence. 


4 ” 


CoroLLary I. The Government of the Deity 


over Mankind is paternal, This Inference flows 
ealy and natural. The ſtupendous Fabric 
of the Univerſe is the Palace of God Almighty, 
in which we behold ue Sorts of Beings ſpe» 
cifically diſtin ; the one rational, the other 
irrational. The latter ( of which we have 
/ ken before) appear to obſerve inviolably 

Laws of Infiinf and Gravitation, and 
— be conſidered as the Servants who wait 
upon God, and do his Will, to deviate from 
which they have no Liberty. But as to the 
former, we trace their Features, and diſcover 
their ſuperior Worth and Extraction. That 
the Deity is active, inſpects into, rules and go- 
verns his whole Family, is a plain and natural 
Truth. But by whatever Name his Govern- 


ment of animate and inanimate Beings be 
called, 
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called, 'tis certain that 7hat- over Mankind is 


paternal. To be under the Dominion of 


God, and under the Dominion of a Father, 
is, to chem who are bis ring, A the 
ſame. 4 


Whether Spee che World only 
tain general Laus fixed in the original 95 is 
tution of Things, has been à Subject of 2 
bate among learned Men. They who main- 
tain the Affirmative, ſeem the wideſt from 
Truth, inaſmuch as they are forced to intro- 
duce a kind of Mechanical Hypothejis, in order 
to anſwer Actions 2 contingent, which 
. ſuppoſes, that God, upon the Knowledge 
© of particular Mens 1 and Prayers 
* to him, ranged Natural Things into ſuch an 
* Order, that what they pray for, and en- 
« deavour after, ſha]l be ſure to come to 

* and what they deprecare be averted : "Which 
Hypot heſis end to claſh with the nobleft 
Ideas of Free- agency in God. But leaving this 
Controverſy to wiſer Heads, I would juſt 
Leave to obſerve, that if we conſider Provi- 
dence as one general Scheme drawn from the 
Beginning in the Divine Mind, it will appear 
moſt ſuirable to the primary Quality and Cha- 
rater of the Deity, if we view it as admit- 
ting frequent Tnterpoſitions, beſides thoſe ſettled 
Laws, which are neceſſary to form a regular 
Courſe of Things, or Conſtitution of Nature. 
We know, indeed, but little of the FO 
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of -our ever-adorable Parent at preſent; and 
we make, perhaps, much ſuch a Hand of 
this Subject of his Government, as Children, 
when they take it into their Heads to talk of 
Political Affairs, or the Intrigues of States and 
Empires. However we are certain thus far, 
that thoſe are the beſt Notions of Providence 
which come neareſt a Firſt Truth, and have 
the greateſt Tendency to make us humble, 
reſpectful to, and dependent upon God. 
Let me further obſerve here, that the Go- 
yerment of the Deity over Mankind is not to 
be conceived of, or meaſured, by that of 
Princes: For were we to make the beſt Prince 
on Earth the Standard, it would not ſecure 
us from groſs and palpable Miſtakes. The 
moſt ſtrange and uncouth Notions of God's 
Government have been entertained only per- 
haps by raiſing fimilar Ideas, and comparing 
the Acts of Authority and Rule of Heaven, 
to the arbitrary Sway and capricious Manage- 
ment of Men. If there be any Species or 
Form of Government known amongſt Men, 
to which that of the Deiry may be compared, 
it is the Patriarchal, * * that moſt ancient, 
« and at the ſame time moſt ſacred Kind of 
“ Government.“ {'d 

Again, As Beings of and for God, we may 
venture to aſſert, that there is not one Indivi- 
dual of the Human Race but is tender'd by the 
Deity as an Object of his ſpecial fatherly Care. 
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The low-born Slave has in this an equal Inte- 
reſt with his rich avaritious Maſter, and the 
Peaſant as the Prince. If Abraham be igno- 
rant of us, and Iſrael acknowledge us not, our 
heavenly Parent is not forgerful ; but can and 
does bear and diſtinguiſh us all in his infinite 
Mind. He loketh from Heaven, he beholdeth 
all the Sons of Men. It is indeed impoſſible he 
ſhould be unconcerned, and devoid of Affection, 
or indifferent as to what befals h:s Offspring 
after he has given them Being; ſince that 
would be to quit his Property in them, and 
Right of obliging. The Intereſt of every 
Individual is inſerted in the general Draught 
of Providence, and makes up the Good of the 
Whole. | ” 
As to the Manner of his Government, we 
may be ſure it is grand and noble, every way 
worthy of the great Father, Lord of Heaven 
and Earth. But as to the Particulars of it, 
we have no Knowledge except from Revela- 
tion. That, indeed, informs us, that God ex- 
ecutes his Authority and Grace in and by Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the prime Lord and Admini- 


* ſtrator of all Affairs; and that beneath him 


are, that are ſtyled, Angels, Authorities and 
Powers, who perform many good Offices for 
Men. 
« He bids his Angels pitch their Tents 
* Round where his Children dwell; 
« What Ills their heav'nly Care prevents, 
% No carthly Tongue can tell .“ 


of 
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5 the Angels be faith, Are they not all mini- 
ring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them who 
ſhall be Heirs of Salvation *? By this it ap- 
pears, that none of the Offspring of God are 
idle and unemployed ; but active and ſubſervient 
to the Welfare and Happineſs of one another, 
the greater and more exalted to the leſs and 
| Infantile Part; by which a Harmony is pre- 
ſerved in the Family of God, and that Charity, 
which never fails, is the Bond of Perfectneſi, 
the grand Cement to the Order and Beauty of 
the Whole. | 
However, was the Manner of our Father's 
Government leſs. known than it is, the End of 
it is as obvious as the Form which exprefles ir. 
The Deity, as a wiſe and immurable Being, 
invariably purſues, in all his Methods of go- 
verning Mankind, the ſame End which he pro- 
poſed to himſelf. in giving them Exiſtence. 
And therefore we may with Safety conclude, 
that no Laws take Place, or any Diſpoſition 
of Things is made, how ſtrange and incon- 
gruous ſoever they may at preſent appear to 
our weak and ſhallow Minds, but what are 
ſuitable to the Relation of a Father, and cal- 


culated for the End of our Being, his Glory 


in our Happmeſs. . 


* 
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Coreviny IL Mankind are 3 
This Propoſition being the Occaſion and 
Ground of the Scheme of Redemption by 
Chriſt, will, in ſome Senſe, be admitted by 
all who believe that Scheme. I fay, in /ome 

\ Senſe ; becauſe that when we came to explain 
ourſelves, and declare that we mean Mankind 
in general, or the whole human Race; there 
may be Perſons, who out of a fincere Regard 
to Truth, may not eaſily admit it in ſo oll 
and wide a Senſe. But whether ſuch may 
not have been led by the dark hideous Doctrine 
of Original Sin, as it was generally ſtated. in 
the laſt Age, into a certain Prejudice, and ſo 
from one Extreme to another, is much to be 
queſtioned. However, every Man has cer- 
tainly a Right to judge of Truth for himſelf; 
and whenever Error, groſs. and palpable Er- 
ror, comes to be palm'd upon the World as 
Matter of Divine Revelation, tis every one's 
Duty as a Chriſt:an, or as he venerates God, 
and is a common Friend to Men, to do what 
in him lies to detect the Impoſture; and if he 
be defeQive in any meaſure in the Attempt, 


„ he is nevertheleſs well- deſerving of the Public 
H 2 _ 
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for his good Intentions. This I ſay as well 
for myſelf, as for others, from whom I may 
differ. 2 wap 

If, therefore, we be ask'd, Whether the De- 
generacy of Men be natural or acquir d? We 
anſwer, It is partly both: And did we intend 
to confine it to free Agents only, we appre- 
hend the Propoſition would be very ambigu- 
ous. For in that Caſe, ſuppole we were 
agreed as to the Rule or Standard of judgin 
of the Degeneracy, viz. that it ſhould be th 
beſt Moral Behaviour known to us, the Idea 
the Propoſition - conveys will admit of very 
conſiderable Difference, coming from the 
Mouths of Perſons of different Knowledge of 
human Kind. We mean, as we have expreſſed 
it, Mankind in general, or the whole Race, are 
degenerated. And after premiſing that we 
ſhall conſider the Firſt of the Race, as the 
Rule or Standard whereby to judge of the 
Degeneracy, we ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that 
there is in Fact ſuch a thing, and that it is as 
well natural as acguir d, and conſequently, in 
ſome Degree, common and univerfal, —- 

A good-natur'd Reader may perhaps be in 
Pain for us, and ready to ſay, You have no Ac- 
count of a Firff Man but in the Scripture; and 
what that relates of him is ſo ſhort, and more- 
over deſcribes his Conduct in ſuch a Light, 
that, i we may judge of a Tree by its Fruit, 
he was a weak lilly Creature, and nct a Jot 
better than the common and ordinary Race of 
Men. To which, by way of Reply, we beg 

L 4 Leave 
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Leave to mention, and to inſiſt upon it, that 
he was the Son of God; — that the Shortneſs 
of the Scripture Account of him is no Reafon 
for our drawing a haſty Concluſion ; — that 
one principal Circumſtance, clearly eſtabliſhed 
in Revelation, may include many other Cir- 
cumſtances not mentioned at all therein; — 
that tho Adam's Conduct ſufficiently expoſes 
him as a Sinner, it is no Proof of his Weak- 
neſs and Incapacity for giving the higheſt In- 
ſtance poſſible of Moral Virtue. 

In order to eſtabliſh the Truth of the Pro- 
poſition before us, we ſay, that Mankind in 
their fir Deſcent from God were better Beings, + 
or more noble and illuſtrious in Quality and 
Circumſtances, than they are at preſent: And 
we ground it on this Preſumption, that the 
Deity could not produce the F:r/t of the Race 
with ſo many natural and moral Diſorders as 
the Race labour under at preſent. The Deity, 
we ſay, could not, confidered-as their immediate 
and only Father, produce them as Men are 
now produced; weak and diſlemper d in Body, 
and prone to Moral Diferder. "Tis a Shock 
and Violence to our Underſtandings, to ſup- 
poſe it of him in this Light. Is a Ray or a 
Drop fimilar to its Fountain, and are eve 
Species of Animals pet fect in their Kinds; but 
is the immediate Iſue of an all. perfect Being 
diſſimilar to him and imperfect? Is Bis only a 


defective and monſtrous Production? It is 


impoſſible to conceive the Firſt of our Race, 
be it one, to or ten, as coming with crazy, 
We weak, 
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weak, emaciated Bodies, with tainted Blood, 
a Flux of Humours, or any thing morbifick, 
from the immediate Hands of their God and Fa- 
ther, without putting a Force upon our Minds. 
The like may be ſaid with regard to their 
internal Conſtitution, or mental Endowments. 
The Deity could not produce them weak and 
fooliſh, with bad and defective Intellects; but, 
on the contrary, with ſuch as were ſound and 
entire; capable of the. niceſt Diſquiſition into 
the Nature and Relations of Things, and of 
forming Conclufions with exquiſite Juſtneſs. 
They could not poſſibly be ſuch ſtupid, filly, 
rude Creatures ; 15 devoid of Affection to, and 
unacquainted with, God, as their Poſterity 
have ordinarily ſince been. Beings ſo near 
allied, and juſt ſprung from the Deity, could 
not be ignorant of, or ſtrange and ſhy towards 
him, without reflecting the utmoſt Diſhonour 
on the Paternity. What! did he drop his Off- 
ſpring to the wide World? at a Venture pro- 
duce, and inſtantly forſake them? Or rather, 
did he not view them with Delight, converſe 
with them, inſtruct them in their Duty, and 
give them his Bleſſing before he left them? 
aud their Ears hear his glorious Voice? The 
latter, as it is moſt agreeable to the Truth of 
Characters and Things, we are well aſſured 
by Revelation; was the Caſe with the Firſt 
Pair. And if the firſt Perceptions of the 
Mind give the ſtrongeſt Ideas, and the beſt 
Intellects are capable of forming the moſt juſt 

5 ones, 


Did not their Eyes ſee the Majeſty of his Glory, 
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ones, it will follow, that the Knowledge they 
had of God was more adequate, diſtin and 
clear than ours, and as ſuperior, as that which 
is intuitive by Obſervation and Sight is to what 
is acquired by Reflection and Reaſoning. And, 
conſequently, it muſt be'more impreſſive and 
influential on the Mind, ſtrike the Paſſions, 
and command all the Powers to a ſuitable 
Treatment of the Object. Hence Affection 
to God, as their deareſt Friend, neareſt Relation 
and se Good, muſt glow in the innocent Souls 
of our Firſt Parents. 

But to proceed farther : Ir appears that 
Mankind are degenerated, in that the Image 
and Likeneſs they bear to God is /e/5, and more 


remote, than that wherein the Parents of the 


Race were created. For, 
In the F:irft Place we obſerve, That Man- 
kind have loſt their Moral Rectituds or Perfection 
Nature. To explain ourſelves, we mean 
us much by it: That they are incapable of 
obſerving that Law wherein the Moral Recti- 
tude or Perfection of their intelligent Nature 
conſiſts, vi. That the Will aluays act in Sub- 
miſſion to the Dictates of | the Under fanding. 
This is (as was before obſerved, Se, 1. from 
the Make, internal Frame and Conſtitution 
of rational Intelligents the eſtabliſhed Law 
and Order of their Beings. Now, if the Per- 
fection of any Being conſiſts in the Obſervance 
of the Law of its Nature, an Incapacity to 
obſerve that Law in any Being muſt neceſſari- 
I argue its Imper fiction: And as that could 


never 


; 
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never obtain as a Law to an Order of Beings, 


which none of the Order were ever capable 
of obſerving ; this being the Law of Mens 
Nature, Men muſt have had, originally, or in 
their fir/# State, a Capacity or Power of con- 
forming to this Law, foraſmuch as ſuch a Ca- 
Pow or Power is wanting in them at preſent : 


1 fay, a Capacity or Power is wanting in Man 


at preſent to pay a compleat Obſervance to 
the Law of his Nature. Where ,is the Man 
20% can make his Underſtanding the Rule, 
the only Rule, of all his Actions, or whoſe 
Will is always diſpoſed to act in Submiſſion to 
the DiCtares thereof? We may agree to paſs 
Compliments 1 ourſelves and one another, 
but the more ſtrictly we inſpect Human Na- 
ture, the more glaring will its Defects appear. 
It has therefore been often obſerved by very 
good Writers, that Men of the beſt Under- 
ſtanding generally complain of a Wrongneſs 

within. In reſpect of this great Law of Na- 
ture, they are all gone out of the Way, they ere 
altogether becom? vain, and, in Spite of the 
brighteſt Characters, there is not one who liveth 
"and ſinneth not, If therefore the above be 
the Law of Mens Nature, conſider'd as a Race 
'of rational Intelligences, (and if it be not, we 
ſhould be glad to know what is) we conceive 
it to be a Fact paſt all Doubt, inaſmuch as 
they are incapable of ognforming themſelves 
thereto, hat {hey are deginerated. 


And that the Degenergcy of Mankind is as 
well natural as acquit q, will farther appear 


from 
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from hence, that it conſtantly and regularly 
obtains through the Weakneſs of the bodrly 
Sen ſory, or ſome other Impediment, that the 
Will or Power to begin or abſtain from Action 
has the Precedency of the Under/tanding ; and 
the former becomes habitually ſubje& to the 
Appetites and Paſſions, before the latter be 
capable of taking the governing Seat in Man. 
Now, if Man was originally deſigned to be 
governed by ſuch a Law as above-mentioned, 
and he be, by the preſent Conſtitution of 
Things, which uſhers him into Life, incapa- 
citated to obſerve that Law, I think he may 
fitly be faid to be by Nature degenerated. But 


what 1s natural is neceſſary. True: And where 


is the Man ſince Adam, that ever had it in his 
Power to obſerve, or prevent a Violation of, 


that Law? For my Part, I believe, not one 


» (Jeſus Chriſt excepted) has ſince been capable, 


or. had it in his Power, to prevent the Begin- 
nings of Sin in him. If Sin be conſidered as 
the Perverſion of Order in thoſe Faculties, 
which conſtitute the moral or rational intelli- 
gent Nature of Men, which I take to be the 
prime Notion of it, Sin, or the Diſorder, inſi- 
nuates and works itſelf inſenſibly and un- 
avoidably into our Frame, where we find it 
has Poſſeſſion, before we knew the Evil of it, 
or could guard againſt it. Such, in ſhort, is 
the Diſpoſition of Men by Nature, now, that 
they not only may, but muſt, be ſubject to mo- 
ral Diſorder. Not that we are culpable, blames 

worthy, 
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worthy, or obnoxious to Puniſhment, for what 18 


natural: In ſo far it is our Infelicity, not our 


Crime. God knows our Frame, and will 
make ſuitable Allowances for it, if we do not 
voluntarily cheriſh and 1 —_— the Diſorder, 


when we commence free Ag 


And as the Moral Im = of 0d is ſadly de- 
formed in point of Order, in thoſe Paelbie 
which conſtitute the moral or intelligent Na- 


ture in Man, fo likewiſe is it weaken'd in point 


of Liberty. The Perfection of what I call, for 
want of a fitter Term, Moral Liberty, (for 


natural Liberty, or a ſelf-determining Power, 
is the ſame in Man as ever) conſiſts, faith a 
very reputable ingenious Author *, in a Condi- 
tion and Capacity to adhere to what is right, 


bit hout the lea ret: Propenſion or Temptation to the 
uſe what is good, and act accord- 
«ngly, without any Difficulty, Impediment, or 


Incumbrance. Such a Liberty, which eſſentially 
belongs to God, ſeems alſo to have belong d to 


Alan, in his primitive State, in ſome Degree; 
2. e. he had no Propenſions from within, no 
Impediments or Obſtacles from without; but 
with Eaſe and Facility he might have adhered 
to whatever Truths and Duties the Reaſon and 


Fitneſs of Things preſented him with. The 


whole Compaſs of what is called Natural 


Religion could not furniſh out an Expedient fit 
for the Probation and Trial of that Virtue he 
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was capable of; which ſeems to be the true 
and only Ground of his having had a poſitive 
Inſtitution recommended to his Obſervance ; 
as I think I could make appear, was this a pro- 
per Place, . 

But with reſpect to Man at preſent, beſides 
the Influence of evil Examples, and the many 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements from the pre- 
ſent Diſpoſition of Things without, that im- 
5 his Progreſs in Virtue, he finds a Law in 

is Members, Appetites and Paſſions, which 
have form'd an Order, and which war again/t 
the Law and Order of his Ming, inſomuch 
that when he would do Good, Evil is preſent 
with him, His Moral Liberty (in this Senſe 
of the Word) is in a good meaſure loſt, or 
greatly abridg'd; and beſides the Labour and 
Pains he muſt daily take with himſelf in or- 
der to get a little free, and be able to calculate 
and weigh Motives, Actions, and Things, as he 
ought; he ſees a kind of Neceſſity to implore 
of God, for that Purpoſe, the Aids of his 
ghoſtly Strength. | 

Secondly, we obſerve, That as Mankind 
have loſt the Moral Beauty and Perfection of 
their Nature, fo they appear to wear the Mark 
and Badge of a degenerate Race in their Sub- 
jection to Mortality. Whether Death, as it 
is a Separation of Matter and Spirit, with all 
its Concomitants, ( ſuppoſing all Beings, but 
God, compounded) be not the peculiar Brand 


of Infamy and Diſgrace among all rational 
I 2 In- 
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Intelligences, is, perhaps, too curious a Specu- 
lation. However, we are certain from Reve- 
lation, tis the Wages of Sin; and from Reaſon 
we have like Certitude, that if Death be not 
originally natural (i. e. that which is the De- 
ſtruction of their Nature, be natural) to Men, 
it cannot belong to them as innocent Beings, it 
properly being unſuitable ro them as ſuch : 
"Tis the Wages of Sin; and as it paſſeth upon all 
Men, it pronounceth them Sinners in a judicial 
Way; ſhews that they are ſuch, either actually 
by Will and Choice, or by Nature: In the 
former Caſe Death is a proper Puniſhment, 
Wages ſtrictly due; in the latter it may, tho 
it mark and point Depravation by Nature, be 
a Means to root out and deſtroy the Diſorder, 
and ſo be a Mercy, and, at worſt, only Conſe- 
uences of Puniſhment. Death, I ſay, as it 
poſſeth upon all Men, ſheweth them to be Sin- 
ners in the Judgment of God, and is, in its 
plaineſt View, infamous and diſgraceful ro Men. 
The Image of God's Eternity is hereby ſhat- 
rer'd and broken, and ſucceeded with a Likes 
neſs to the Beaſts which periſh. How ill do 
a Man's Days, which are but as an Hand s- 
Breadth, fill d up with Labour and Sorrow, 
agree with his Pretenſions to a Divine Line- 
age? A Diſeaſe makes him loathſome to him- 
ſelf and others: He giveth up the Breath, 
and where is he? This, in ſhort, militates 
againſt our Hypotheſis: And we might as eaſily 
credit a Wretch in Tatters and Rags, who ſays 
5 he 
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he is the Son of a King, as believe a mortal 
Man to be the-Son of the immortal God, if 
we had not ſome Records of the Family to have 
recourſe unto, and particular Facts, which 
favour the Relation. And ſhould the Evi- 
dence given, that that Beggar is by Birth a 
Prince, extort our Aſſent, we ſhould naturally 
fall into a way of Thinking not very favour- 
able of his Conduct, eſpecially if the Father 
was wiſe and good, and could not but ſuſpect 
a criminal Behaviour ſomewhere to have occa- 
ſioned thoſe Circumſtances. And, without 


inlarging further, whoever allows the Pre- 


miſes, That God ts the Father of Men, cannor, 


without a peculiar odd way of Thinking, 


deny us the Concluſion, That they are degene- 
rated. 

We will here ſabjoin an Inſtance or two, 
wherein the Degeneracy, intirely in the Moral 
Life, moſt flagrantly appears. 

Firſt, I believe it will be granted, that Igno- 
rance of ſo great and valuable a Parent and 
Original as God, is a great Defect and Chaſm 
in the Moral World, and argues great Weak- 
neſs, or Wickedneſs, or both. How many 
(and Philoſophers too among the Number) 
have turn'd their Wits not only to exclude the 
Deity from all human Concerns, but even to 


ſhur him quite out of the Univerſe! Have la- 
bour'd hard to tear away every Sentiment of 
him from their Breaſts, and to perſuade their 


own Hearts, that there is no God, What Mul- 
titudes, 
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titudes, inſtead of the Rock that begat them, 
have paid their Devoirs to frange Gods; Deities 
from whom they never received any Obliga- 
tion, -and whoſe Original was altogether un- 
known to them; or were Gods of firange 
Perfections, ſo far from Divine, that they 
were worſe than Human, even Demons, diabo- 
lical Beings, rever'd only for their Rage and 
Violence, Drunkenneſs or Luſt! How many, 
| who have acknowledged one God, have been 
ignorant of the Perfections of the true God, 
and in their own hideous Daubing have painted 
him an arbitrary, captious, cruel, inexorable 
Being! Even amongſt Chriſtians, what a vaſt 
Number may be found with leſs Knowledge 
of God, than that poorJ/ave that was executed 
at the Cape of Good Hope, for attempting to 
get his Liberty, who at the Stake ſaid nothing 
for himſelf, but only cried, in the extreme 
Tortures of Death, O God my Father ! 
Again; The Degeneracy appears from a 
certain Shyneſs and Averſion in Men to God. 
It may be ſome what odd to ask, but I believe 
we may appeal to every Man, not habituated 
to right Philoſophy, for its Truth, Whether, 
when the Almigbty Parent is propoſed as a fit 
Object for his inward Eſteem and Love, his 
Mind does not ſtartle, as it were, recoil and fly 
back, as from a Subject diſagreeable and un- 
ſuitable, to which it has no Guſt or Reliſh? 
And what ſhall we call this being void of ſuit- 


able Paſſions and Affections to God? Is there 
| not 
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not ſomething perverſe and untoward, wrong 
and unnatural, in it? What can we name it, 
but a Diſorder of Mind, 4 Moral Apathy? Or 
how ſay leſs of the Race, than that they are de- 
generated ? | 
Laſtly, The many Feuds and Animoſities, that 
ail amongſt Men, is another Progf of 
their being ſunk and debaſed. The God of 
Peace, Love, and Order, is the Father of this 
Family; but, lo! Strife, Hatred, and Confu- 
ſion, cheriſh'd among them! The moſt ancient 


Hijtory of the Family gives us a brief, but me- 


lancholy Account of bp 1 one Branch of 
it following the Example of another, till the 
Earth was covered with Violence, And what 
are all ſucceeding Hiſlories, whether Ecclefa- 


- flical or Civil, but (allowing an Exception 
to here-and-there a few elevated generous 


Minds) long Details of Plunder and Rapine, 
Pride and Ambition, Luft and Perfidiouſneſs, 
triumphant? To ſay nothing of the preſent 
Generation of Men; or of the Fraud, Oppreſ- 
fron, Outrage, and Bloodſhed, recent in civilig d 
Nations; or of the Parties, Factions, and mad 
Zeal, of Religioniſis of all Sorts; Things too 
melancholy to dwell on, and which have often 
occaſioned dark and horrible Images of hu- 
man Nature in many, who, by that means, 
have wholly overlooked its Excellencies, and 
drawn it in the utmoſt Deformity imagin- 

able. 
No Matter how far .a vicious Conſtitution, 
and Temperature of Body, a bad Education, 
and 
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and evil Examples, have had an Influence; 
or how far Kings and Prieſts, and other inte- 
refted Men, have contributed to the Debauch 
and Degeneracy: A Beginning it certainly 
had, from whence it ſpread ; which when to 
date,we are informed by the Scriptures. Adam, 
the Son of God, and Father of us all, by one 
Offence, involv'd us in a State of Sin and Mi- 
ſery. A fuller and more particular Diſcuſſion 
of this Matter is foreign to our preſent De- 
ſign, which was only to obſerve, from the 
Relation of Men to the Deity, That they are 
degenerated. | 
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ROLLARY III. The Anal Deſrucrion 411 
6 Mr” of any of the Offipring of God 
muſt be highly ungrateful to him. This appears 
evident from the Truth of Characters and 
Things. He who brought them into Being, 
without any Knowledge and Concurrence of, 
theirs, cannot fail of making them his Charge 
and Care, and of rendering their Exiſtence an 
Happineſs to them. His Relation to, and. 
Iatereſt in them, recommends them as dear 
and precious to him. And tho that Kind of 


Fondneſs which diſcovers Weakneſs in earthly 


Parents, doth by no means belong to him, yet 


that paternal Affection, that tender Concern” 
aud Regard, which flows from Reaſon and 


Truth, is his in a peculiar perfect Manner. 
"Tis agreeable to out natural Notions, thoſe, 
Notions which ourMinds are form'd to frame, 
(and which they cannot but frame, if they 
be not diſtorted with Guilt or Superſtition), 
to think thus of God. 
How falſe and pernicious then is that 
a, That the far greater Part e, Man- 
kind. are, by God, produced far eternal Deftru- 
Gion and Fadi: That *tis the End defigned 
them, the Reſolution of at eternal, abſolute, in- 
20h K flexible 
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flexible Decree of God, who doom'd them to this 
Fate before the Children were born, or had done 
ood or evil! Diſtinguiſhing this horrible and 
laſphemous Doctrine from the - Perſons of 
thole who have eſpouſed it, for the Honour 
of the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Fa- 
ther of Glory, it is highly fit that we expoſe 
it, and the rather becauſe they would ſanctify 
it with ſome Scripture Sounds. IT. 
Revelation in the firſt Place aſſures ſo far 
to the contrary, of Perſons being by God 
made Yeſſels of Wrath, or that he could, con- 
ſiſtent wich himſelf, ** have taken us from the 
Cradle, yea and from the very Womb, and 
« thrown us into Hell,” as ſome have ſaid “, 
that the Death and Deſtruction of even wil- 
ful, obſtinate, impenitent Sinners, is highly 
ungrateful to him. Say unto them, As I live, 
faith the Lord God,, 1 have no Pleaſure in the 
Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 
from his Way and live: Turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil Mays; for why will ye die+? Now, 
if God hath no Pleaſure in the Death of the 
Wicked,which he ſwears, As I live, he hath not, 
can he poſſibly take Pleaſure in the Death of the 
Innocent, and find it for the Manifeſtation 
the Glory of 1 to reprobate ſuch there 
to? Truly if his Ford and Oath, two immu- 


- * Such Perſuns would do well to rake Notice, that à the 
« Scripiure is * no Perſons more ſ:ycre than againſt 
« thoſ who ſpeak hardly and unworthy of God, One Part 
ot the great and final Judgment, as repreſented by St. Jude, 
« is, to convince Men of all their hard Speeches eobich they have 

6 ſpoken againſt bim. Dr, Clarke. . + £xek. xxxiii. 11 
table 
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table things, in which it is impoſſible for God to 
lye, be not to us ſufficient to decide againſt 
that monſtrous Hypotheſis in favour of the 
Truth of the Propoſition before us, we muſt 
have weak Heads, or ſtrange Hearts. 

Again; It is directly contrary, as we inti- 
mated above, to the Nature and Truth of 
Things, and the known Laws which God hath 
eſtabliſhed in the World. His Character, Re- 
lation, Intereſt and Concern in Mankind, ab- 
ſolutely forbid us to think that any of them 
are hated of him from the firſt Moment of 
their Exiſtence; and that he (the Father of 
Mercies, and God of all Comfort) can behold, 
with Satisfaction and Pleaſure, the final Miſ- 
carriage and everlaſting Tortures of his Off- 
ſpting. The Dens of Lions, and Nurſeries 
of Wolves, know no ſuch Cruelty as this. 
* Theſe ſavage Inhabitants of the Deſart 
* obey God and Nature in being tender and 
* careful of their Offspring. They will hunt, 
% watch, fight, and almoſt ſtarve, for the Pre- 
_« ſervation of their Young; never part with 
* them, never forſake them, till they are able 
* to ſhift for themſelves.” If a Man, who, 
following Inſtin&, gives Exiſtence to a Being, 
and by neglecting to makeExiſtence an Happi- 
neſs to that Being, does * violate the 
Law of Nature; we may be abſolutely certain, 
that the Author of that Law would not, with 
Choice and Deſign, give Exiſtence to Beings 
to make them miſerable. And ſhall the Will 
of God, diſcovered in his ord, be ſuppoſed 
23 K 2 _ 
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to contradict his Will diſcovered in his Morin 
and impreſs'd on all his Creatures? Or has he 
made that a Law to them, which, in his own 
Conduct, he directly contradicts? Is this the 
righteous Lord that loveth Righteouſneſs ? 


But the Sovereignty of God is retained to 


ſupport this Hypothefis ; at leaſt it is finally re- 
ſolved into that. Cannot he make one Veſſel to 
Honour, and another to Diſhonour © Ves; cer- 
tainly he can diſpoſe of Nations and King- 
doms * as he pleaſes, and give different Advan- 
tages to different Perſons: But to give Exiſt- 
ence to a Being to make it miſerable, or to 
create a Man to damn him eternally in Hell, is 
what he cannot do, any more than he can he, 
or deny himſelf, and act contrary to what he 


is. The Advocates for the diſcriminating Dee 


cree of Election and Reprobation, are, I think, 
vaſtly unhappy, and Objects of Pity, in that it 
ſeems more eaſy and familiar to them to con- 
ſider the Deity under the Figure of a Porter, 
tempering and diſpoſing his Clay, than in his 
true and proper Character, as our Father who 
is in Heaven. The Remark we laid down at 
the Cloſe of the 4th Se&#. is pertinent here, 
viz. Any Notion of, or Con/ideration drawn 
from, the Divine Sovereignty, which militates 
ae the primary Character of God. as the 

'ather of Men, is repugnant to right Reaſon, 
abſurd, and unnatural. God hath, unqueſtion- 
ably, the Sovereignty of a Father, and may 
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beſtow this or that Benefit or Blefling. on 
whomſoever of his Offspring he pleaſes, with- 
out having any Regard to the little Diſtinc- 
tions of Primogeniture made by Men. This 
is what St. Paul allows in the ix. Chap. Rom. 
and gives an Inſtance in the Preference given 
to Jucob before his elder Brother Eſau, with 
reſpect to the Inberitauce of Canaan, and 
bringing Meſiab into the World. Such a So- 
vereignty is. worthy of, and conſiſtent with, the 
Moral Perfections of God. But, ſurpriſing. 
This, if you will believe it, is a full Pr 

the abſolute Decree of Election and Reproba- 
ton : That God hath eternally purpoſed to 
fave only ſome in Chriſt; and to refuſe and 
paſs by all others by means of Adams Fall, 
and their own Corruptions, for the Glory of 
his Juſtice and his Mercy: That God fix'd and 
diſpos'd of the Fates of all Men, ordaining 
ſome to Life and Happineſs, others to Death 
and Miſery, and this from Eternity, or before 
the Children were born, neither — done any 
Good or Evil. 

'Tis true, we have heard of Grants among 
Men, and ſometimes of ſhocking Barbarities 
under the Quality of Fatherhood : But I don't 
know any thing that can equal this frightful 
Doctrine, except what is written of a People 
in Peru, who, as Mr. Locke + relates the 
Story, are preſumed to ſpare and educate the 
Children they had by their e but on 


* Perkins on the Creed. I Vol. II. p. iat. 
ä « Strangers 
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„Strangers taken in War they begot Children, 
on purpoſe to fatten — eat them: For 
« the 7 made their Captives their Miſtreſſes, 
“ and choicely nouriſhed the Children they 


« had by them, till about thirteen Years they 
« butchered and eat them; and they ſerved 


„ the Mothers after the fame Faſhion, when 
| 3 grew paſt Child- bearing, and ceaſed 
* to bring them any more Roaſters.” Here 
was abfolute fatherly Power, Ele@ and Non- 
Ele, in its Height and Perfection! But not 
to theſe Monflers compare we God, or liken 
the Moſt High. © Thou * (ſays a very ancient 
« if not in red Writer) haſt Mercy u 
« all; for thou canſt do ul things, and Nrinkef ſt 
at the Sins of Men, becauſe they ſhould 
« amend. For thou loveſt all the Things 
© that are, and abhorreſt nothing which thou 
tt haſt made: For never wouldſt thou have 
e made any thing, if thou hadſt hated it, 
* And how could any thing have endured, if 
ce it had not been thy Will? or been preſerved, 
« if not called by thee ? But thou ſpareſt all; 
te for they are thine, O Lord, thou Lover of 
« Souls! 


We have 1 both by Reaſon and Scri- 
c pture, that Mankind are the Offspring of God; 

and thence infer, what we think muſt be evi- 
dent to every common Underſtanding, That 
the Death and Deſtruction of any ſuch cannot 
but he highly ungrateful to him. 
* Wiſdom xi. 
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SECT. IX. 


(OporLany IV. F there be a Poſſibility of 

preventing the final Miſery and Deſtru- 
& ion of any of Mankind, by reclaiming them from 
their Degeneracy, there is ſufficient Reaſon, from 
the Nature of that Relation they bear to God, to 
think that he will do it. I hope I ſhall not be 
miſtaken here: Without Holineſs no Man _—_ 
Cod, 
to the Wicked. As. long as any remain Sinners, 
intractable, incorrigible, they will be Objects 
of Divine Diſapprobation and Diſpleaſure: 
But, if they can be reclaimed, God will re- 
claim them. This is what we intend here. 
Where is the Father of a prodigal Son, that 
would no! reduce him to his Duty and Intereſt, 
if it lay in his Power? If there be ſuch an one 


in Being, let him appear to the World, and, 


I dare ſay, he will be pronounced unworthy of 
the Title, Father, by common Conſent of all 
Men. . Whoever finks himſelf into ſuch a 
peeviſh, malicious Temper, as to be implacable 
and inexorable, exhibits a diabolical Appear- 
ance. As for the bleſſed God, his Love is diſ- 
intereſted, pure and perfect, ſpringing from 
his own exuberant Goodneſs. And if * _ 
3B oun 
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found among Men, ftreightened in theirBowels, 
and ating out of Character, we know our 


. I nite ranacrds. | 


the other. 
But it may be ſaid here, © Some are ſuch 


« Monſters of Idiquity, that it is as eaſy for 


« a Cable to go through the Eye of a Needle, 
e as theſe to be reduced to virtuous Affections 
* and Actions.” Allowing this melancholy 
Truth, yet we muſt remember, that with God 
all things are poſjible.. He has Knowledge; 
Wiſdom and Power, as well as Goodneſs and 
Love and what implies not a Contradiction, 
he can effect. Sin exiſts not neceſſarily, but 
by Accident. There was a Time when the 


Zreature was not inteigied and under its Power, 


and whatchad a Beginning may have an End. 
That God makes: ule of poſtiut Puniſbments 
to reform and amend Sinners in this Lie, is. 
FE think; out of Diſpute: And that there will 
be phſtive Puniſbments infſicted by him on 
Sinners in Hell, is evident from the Scripture, 
althoꝰ che Deſcription thereof be couch'd in 
figuratius Terms. Not that I ſuppoſe God 
dorts, or ebet will treat! Mankind otherwiſe 
than they are, free Brings, and in a. forcible 
manner bring them to Happineſs, Por (as 
one obſerves tit itrarional t Jave a free 
Agent icherber be will ur no; we may add, in- 
poſſible.; And if peſitive Puniſhments, to cor- 
rect and to amend Sinners, ate comſiſtent with 
their free Agency in this Life,” why are ſuch 
kind of Chaſtiſements not conſiſtent with is 
12988 1 


5;1n T.,. cc: Le. ̃ —d‚ . — «0 Se aA ¾ m &@T &oD© i a ee & & & @&- a an ARS hu as 


Diving PATERNITY. 7} 


in that Topbet prepared of old for the Wicked? 
But whether future Puniſhments be prevative 
or pofitrve, or both, Whenever God puniſhes, 


ct 


«c 


«c 
cc 


faith a worthy Divine®) it is ſaid to be his 

range Work, that is, aWork that he is averſe 
to: And therefore when he executes Judg- 
ment, it is only as a Means of doing Good iu 
the Reformation or Diſcouragement of Sin, 
and the Preſervation of Government and 
good Order, as neceſſary to ſome particular 
End of his wiſe and goad Providence.” 
We might obſerve here ( faith a reputable 
Author +) by way of Corollary, that God's 
Goodneſs and Juſtice cannot claſh, as ſome 
have imagined ; but that the latter is di- 
rected by, and always exerciſed in Subſer- 
viency to, the former ; fince nothing can 


evidence ſtronger Marks of Goodneſs in God, 


than to make every Being ſenſible of the 
deſtructive Nature and Effects of Sin; to 
let his Creatures know they cannot wander 
from their Duty, without wandering from 
their Happineſs; and ſo bring them by a 
proper Chaſtiſement to a Degree of Happi- 
neſs adequate to their Capacities,” * The 
Supremacy of the World is in God ( faith 
the Author of The Five Schemes) and 
where the Supremacy certainly is, there is 
the legiſlative and the executive Power. God 
has an abſolute and primary Right to the 


* Script. Dock of Redemption, p. 20. Þ} Sunimary of Nat. 


Relig p. 31. +P.41. 
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* Obedience of his Creatures; and God has 
* a reſerv'd and ſecondary Right of Puniſh- 
« ment. This Right of Puniſhment is not 
* abſolute, and for itſelf; 'tis relative, and 
« for ſomething better, viz. Obedience. So 
“ far as Divine Wiſdom judgeth Puniſhment 
« neceſſary for the Maintenance of Righteouſ- 
« refs, ſo far God will inflict Puniſhment, be- 
e cauſe he will maintain Righteouſneſs. This 
“ is the Caſe made by ſuch who are impeni- 
& rent and incorrigible. God will not ſuffer 
„ his Authority to be frampled upon and over- 
& come; nor will God ſuffer Unrighteouſneſs 
* finally to prevail againſt his Power and 
6" | | | 
Perhaps ſome will ſay, You ſeem to op- 
oſe the commonly received Opinion of the 
Eternity of Hell Torments, which may be of 
dangerous Conſequence. To which I anſwer, I 
am not afraid of Truth, and its Conſequences. 
If it be true, that Mankind are the Offspring 
of God, that his Government 1s paternal, that 
he invariably purſues, in all the Methods of bis Go- 
vernment of them, the ſame End which he propoſed 


to himſelf in giving them Being; and that no 


Laws take Place, or any Diſpoſition of Things 
is made, but what are ſuitable to, and calculated 
for, that End, viz. his Glory in their Happi- 
neſs, ( the Principles which we proceed upon) 
I fay, if theſe Principles are true, it is evi- 
dent, that the -Puniſhments of a future State 
may be Means of reducing Sinners ts Confidera- 
tion and Amendment. | 


This 
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This is no novel Opinion: One of the greateſt 
Men in the primitive Church for both Learn- 


ing and Piety, I mean Origen, of whom it is 
ſaid, that he was ſo well verſed in the Scri- 
ptures, that he had them all by Heart, held that 
the Torments of Hell were but emendatory, and 
like ſharp Corroſives in the Hands of the great 
 Phyſctan. | 

As for the Words Eternal and Everlaſting, 
in Scripture, they are well known to . 
ſuch a Duration only as is proper to the Subject 
ſpoken of, as the Land of Canaan for an ever 
laſting Poſſeſſion, the everlaſting Mountains, &c. 
and when applied to the Torments of the Damn'd 
in Hell, may denote a Duration, the End of 


which we know not ® They who are diſ- 


poſed fairly to examine things, and know 
what may be ſaid on both Sides, may read 
Swinden s Inquiry into the Nature and Place of 
Hell, with the Supplement on the Eternity of 
Hell Torments by another Hand; a Pamphlet 
intituled, The Dactrine of Hell Torments di- 
/linftly and impartially diſcuſſed ; as alſo the 
Epiſtolary Treatiſe annexed to the World unmask'd, 
concerning the State of Souls ſeparated from 
their Bodies. I ſhall only add here, what Sr. 
Paul faith with regard to the falutary Intenc 
of the Goſpel, that Chri/t gave himſelf a Ran- 
ſom for all, to be teſtified in due Time. 


* Indeed to argue from the Nature of the Subject, is 
better than to argue from a thouſand dubious Texts ; be- 


« cauſe they muſt all be determined in their Senſe from that 
at laſt,” Emlyn's T rafts, p. 154. 
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FRO ſpeculative let us turn to ſome things 

of a practical Kind, which this Subject 
of Divine Fatherhood preſents us with. 

As, firſt, It furniſheth us with a full and pro- 
per Anſwer to a Query frequently propounded of 
old, What is Man? It appears by all Accounts, 
whether ſacred or profane, that Mankind had 
ſoon forgotten both God and themſelves ; And 
if a few traditionary Hints of their Pedigree 
remained any-where, they were dreſſed up in 
Fable, and, beſides the Books. of Moſes, held 
no-where ſacred, but in Superſtition and My- 
thology. Beſides a general Corruption of 
Manners, Violence, Oppreſſion and Luft, 
which overſpread the World, and which pro- 
| duced in many the reprobate Senſe, or Mind 
void of Judgment; the Vanity of human Life 
did not a little contribute to expunge the 
Knowledge we are ſpeaking of even in good 
Men. They ſaw themſelves beſet with Sor- 
rows, and oppreſſed with Grief, and their Life 
to be like an empty whirling Cloud, or Smoak, 
that vaniſheth away. This weak and con- 
temptible Appearance, join'd, nevertheleſs, 
wich a Belief of a Particular and ſpecial Pro-. 

vidence 
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vidence of God over them, made them often 


expoſtulate and inquire, What is Man, that 


thou ſhouldſt magnify him, and that thou ſhouldft 


ſet thine Heart upon him? and that thou fhouldſt 


viſit him every Morning, and try bim every 
Moment *? What is Man, that thou art mind. 
ful of him? and the Son of Man, that thou vi- 
fiteft him +? Lord, what is Man, that thou 
takeſt Knowledge of him? or the Son of Man, 
that thou makeſt Account of him |? And, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, they placed him in diſmal 
melancholy Views, and by the moſt low and 
groveling Images expreſſed their Sentiments. 
Thus we find Bildad the Shubite, Man is a 
Worm, and the Son of Man is a WormF. Now 
this Subject, I ſay, is of great Uſe, as it gives 
us a juſt and honourable Senſe of the Dignity 


of human Nature, and furniſheth us with a 


full and proper Anſwer to the above-men- 
tioned Qyery, Man is a Being of great Ex- 
cellence and Importance, the Offspring and 
Race of God; one, whoſe illuſtrious Deſcent 
diſtinguiſhes him in the Univerſe, and reflects 
on him Glory and Honour. Should any now 
rehearſe the dark Sayings and odious Compa- 
riſons of Man uttered of old, be it known to 
ſuch, that, tho' it might be excuſable-in the 
Times of Ignorance, it is in them a ſure Sign 


of Dulnels and Inattention, foraſmuch as Man 


is the Image and Glory of God||, and hath Li- 


* Job vii. 17, 18. f Pſal. viii 4 +#cx!iv. 3. $ Jeb xxv 6. 
[| 1 Cor. xi. 7. 


cence 


1 
2 .* mx 
828 — _ * 2 IT _EI"S 
— 1 2 - 


* = 
-— _—_ _- — Ps R_ — 
— — . ² ME EES 


3 


—— 


2 - — 
_ == 2-c-<am--> 


75 SITE 


73 An ESSAY on the 


cence or Power given him by Chri/t®, to claim 
a divine Relation, and take up the ancient 
Title of his Family, the Son of God. © 


Secondly, It ſuggeſts a Principle of due Re- 
. which ought to be paid to our own Per- 

ns in point of Decency and Cleanhneſs. This 
hath been juſtly celebrated as one of the half 
Virtues, and will always keep Pace with a 
true Taſte of Glory, and Senſe of native Dig- 
nity. The Jeuiſb Law had many Ceremo- 
nies, which, however memorative of moral 
Turpitude, were a Part of perſonal Neatneſs, 
and tended to preſerve Decency among that 
People who hed God for their King reſiding 
in . midſt of them. Chriſt, tho he abo- 
liſhed the rigorous Obſervance of theſe Cere- 
monies, did retain and make one of them the 
facred Rite of Admiſſion into his Church, 
which, tho' capable of moral Improvement, 
beſpeaks that Cleanlineſs and Purity of the 
Fleſh which is neceſſary to true Religion. 
Let us draw near with a true Heart, in full 
Aſſurance of Faith, having our Heart ſprinkled 

rom an evil C onſcience, and our Bodies waſhed 
with pure Water +. Uncleanneſs furniſhes a 
figurative Deſcription of the moſt abomi- 
nable Quality in the World, to wit, Sin, and 
a Character for the Devil, the moſt odious 
Being in it. © I cannot ( fays Mr. Ray .) bur 


* John i. 12. f Heb. x. 22 + Wiſdom of God in Great. 
? 399. th Edit. 
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* look upon the ſtrange Inſtinct of this noi- 
e ſome and troubleſome Creature the Louſe, 
te of ſearching out foul and naſty Cloaths to 
« harbour and breed in, as an Effect of Divine 
“ Providence, deſigned to deter Men and Wo- 
« men from Sluttiſhneſs and Sordidneſs, and 
« to provoke them to Cleanlineſs and Neat- 
« neſs.” Pride has nothing to do in the Cale. 
Your flovenly Saints may want the Humility 
of thoſe who keep themſelves clean and whol- 
ſome. Our Perſons are ſacred to God, and 
Body as well as Soul bear ſuch a Relation to 
him, as forbid us to live and appear in Filth 
and Naſtineſs. 


Thirdly, This Subject teaches us to ſhew a 
ſenſible Apprehenſion of, and Reſentment to, 
all ſuch Perſons, Principles and Practices as reflect 
Defamation and Scandal on the human Nature. 
The Atheiſts, to aſcribe the Creation of the 
World to blind unintelligible Chance, or a 
fortuitous Concourſe of Atoms, and imagine 
the firſt of our Race to have ſprung up like 
Muſhrooms out of the Ground, or by the Rays 
of the Sun to have been generated from the 
Mud and Slime of the Earth, are not only ar- 
rant Fools, but Enemies, Perſons who belye 
and dilgrace their own Species. Such are 
guilty of a capital Offence againſt the Fa- 
mily they have the Honour to deſcend 
from, and be related to; and cannot but be 
looked upon as public Calumniators, whoſe 

firſt 


| 
| 
| 
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firſt Principles are a Libel and Affront to Man- 
A | 7 ai 
Nor do they merit much better Regards, 
who conſider Man only as a Machine or Piece 
of Clock-work, fram'd and ſet a-going by the 
reat Creator, and who, from the Variety of 
his Quirks and Pranks, or more properly his 
wrong, bad Actions, make him the Sport and 
Jeſt of the World. Are theſe: among our 


firſt-rate Wits?” Are theſe, who beſpatter and 


degrade their own Order of Being, the Patriots 
and Friends of Men*? | % 

There are. not wanting ſome, who, in a re- 
ligious Character, have treated the human 
Nature with very i Manners. Theſe, whether 
to ſupport their 'own Authority, or exalt the 
Grace of God, as they phraſe it, have not 
only humbled us to dead dry Bones, Poſts atid 
Stones, but have reproached and vilified our 
Original. What is the Son of Man, with theſe, 
but a poor, vile, filthy Lump of Clay; an un- 


The univerſal Whole, which ſome gravely talk of Mens 
being a Part of, or the Chain of Beings, which by.a juſt Grada- 
tion reaches from Nothing to Infinity, is a Speculation we leave 
with out great Philoſophers, who doubtleſs have (or ought to 


have) good Reaſon for all they ſay, eſpecially as they pronounce 


it Pride, to dare affect to paſs for more than a Link, or Part of a 
Link, in this Chain. Tho' Angels, the nobleſt Beings we have 
any Notion of, are ſuperior to Men, it is rather in point of 
Quality than Kind, ſince, as our Saviour aſſures us, the Reſur- 
rection will make good Men equal with them. Notwithſtanding 
therefore this Cenſure of Pride, whilſt we follow this better Guide, 
"tis hoped, we ſhall not content ourſelves with leſs, than aſpiring 
to join theſe exalted Brings, and to approach our Supreme 
Original. | 


clean, 
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Olean, loathſome, deteſtable, nothing Creature; 
a * motly Mixture, partly Beaſt, partly Devil? 
They think it impoſſible to fink him too low. 
But let all ſuch know, that the Son of Man is 
the Son of God : And that whatever Acknow- 
ledgments it is fit ſhould be made of natural 
Weakneſs, Frailty and Guilt, the Order of 
his Being is not to be, admitted beneath that 
of God's Offspring. Though Men are dege- 
nerated, and their Conduct be wicked and 
bad, yer we muſt contend for the Honour of 
their Extraction, that hat is illuſtrious, noble 
and divine. 

Nor can we look with Indifference on any 
of thoſe Practices which are a Shame and Re- 
proach to our Rank, and tend to ſink and de- 
baſe us. Thus, for Inſtance, for one Man to 
make another the Object of his Fear and 
Dread, to creep, and cringe, and fawn, be- 
fore him, not only miſplaces that noble Paſ- 
fion, but betrays a weak, baſe and daſtardly 
Mind; and lays it open to Slavery and Wretch- 
edneſs. All Men are on an equal Foot by 
Nature; but needing the Reſtraint of Laws, | 
and particular Perſons to whom the executive _ 
Powers ſhould be committed, it is but right i 
and fir that theſe ſhould have Reſpect and Ho- 3 
nour. + Far. there is, undoubtedly, a Re- | 

e werence due to human Authority in all Points, it 
that do not exceed the juſt Bounds of it; 4 
and the paying this Regard is abſolutely ne- i 


I Whitefeld + Filter, Yol. I. Serm, 9. 
_ N 'M | | 9 ceſary 


thy Conceptions of God. As the 
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* ceſſary to hold the Frame of Civil Societies 
together, and prevent lawleſs Riot and Con- 
6 folien.“ But God alone is to be feared. 


Had this Paſſion never been proſtituted to 


Men, the World would not have ſwarmed 


with ſo many Tyrants, Gods and Demi. godt; 


Mankind groaned under the oppreſſive Yoke, , 


or, at their Inſtigation, have rioted in the 


Blood and Ruin of one another. And here, 
by the way, it muſt not be forgotten, that 


to entruſt any Man, or Body of Men, with the 


Rights of Conſcience, and implicitly to fol- 
low their Dictates, is a Compliment by no 
means due to any, yea, is a ſhameful Proſti- 
tution, a baſe unmanning of ourſelves. 

Again; Drunkenneſs and Luft very much 
disfigure and debauch Men; and being highly 
injurious to the Reputation, Glory and Perfec- 


tion of human Nature, ought, as much as 


poflible, to be deteſted and pur out of Coun- 


tenance. | 
Fourthly, Hence we acquire 705 and war- 


otions Men 
have of him do not fail of ſome Influence on 


their Minds, conformable to what thoſe No- 
tions are; to attain ſuch as are juſt,” honour- 


able, and worthy of him, muſt be of vaſt Im- 
portance and Uſe. They who take the Deity 
to be ab/olute and arbitrary, are, commonly, 


either melancholy, or proud and ill-natur'd ; 


whilſt thoſe with whom he paſſes for a capri- 


cious Being, naturally turn whimſical and ſu- 


perſtitious. 
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| perſtitious. Tis not, indeed, expected, whilſt 
in our Noviceſbip, that we ſhould know of 
him otherwiſe than in Part; and that little 
is ſcarce more than negative Knowledge, that 
is, we know better what God zs not than what 
he is, However, tho' this be the Caſe, and 
his Subſtance, Mode of Exiſtence, and eſſen- 
tial Attributes, be above our perfect Compre- 
henſion, the Subject before us is of great Uſe, 
in that it furniſhes us with a po/itrve Idea of 
that Relation he bears to us, and places him 
in the moſt lovely and engaging View. God 
is THE FATHER, even ouR FATHER; the 
moſt near and dear, as well as greateſt and beſt 
of Beings. Foraſmuch then as we are the Off 
ſpring of Ged, we ougbt not to think, that the 
Gadlead is like unto Gold, or Silver, or Stone, 
raven by Art and Mens Device*, Such Repre- 
8 being highly injurious to, and in- 
finitely 1 the one God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all f. Whatever tends to ſupport the 
rand Idea, and fix his amiable and adorable 
haracter, of FaTHER, in our Minds, ought 
to be befriended by us; and whatever oppoſes 
it, ſnunn'd and avoided. 


Fifthly, We may alſo learn hence, what Re- 
ligion is, and how to form à juſt Plan of Wor- 
ſhip. Religion doth not conſiſt in reyerencing 
Biſhops and Doctors, or ſubmitting to the Au- 


* As xvii. 29, b. iv. 6. | 
M 2 chority 
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thority of any Men who pretend to be Spiri. 
tual Guides. Call no Man your Father upon the 
Earth; for one is your Father, which is in Hea- 
ven*, Not in idle Speculations and em 
Notions; adhering to theſe Articles of Faith, 
or that Syſtem of Divinity: Much leſs in 
rigid, ſevere, ſpiteful Acts of Cruelty and In- 
Juſtice. Our Lord foretold the Condu of 
Bigots, and perſecuting Men: They ſhall put 
you out of the Synagogues; yea, the Time cometh, 
that whoſoever Till you, will think that he 
doth God Service . But theſe, tho' they ge- 
nerally make the greateſt Bluſter and Noiſe 
about Orthodoxy or right Faith, are ordinarily 
the moſt ſtupid and ignorant of any who pre- 
tend to Religion. Did Zealots know but the 
half of what they would be thought to know 
of God the Father, and of Jeſus Chriſt, they 
would ceaſe plaguing their Brethren, and 
bluſh at that Madneſs and Folly which now 
they ſanctify. Theſe Things, adds our Lord on 
the forementioned Occafion, will they do unto 
you, becauſe they have not known the Father nor 
M | 


e. 

Nor does Religion conſiſt in a ſtiff, affected, 
preciſe Carriage and Behaviour, or in a mopiſh 
melancholy Frame and Temper of Mind. Theſe 
area Diſcredit to the Relation we bear to God, 
and | oppoſite to what we are ſpeaking of, 
which admits of nothing diſagreeable and un- 
ſociable, dark and horrible. | 


A xxiii 9. f Jobn xvi. 2, 3. 
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Religion, in ſhort, is a dutiful Deportment 
and Behaviour ſuitable to thoſe Obligations we 
are under from the Relation of God to us. 
This Relation is the Ground and Reaſon of 
our whole Duty, namely, to love God and 
one another. A Conduct form'd upon this 
Relation, and influenced by it, is frue Religion, 
tho' free of the Inventions that ſtrike the Vul- 
gar, and take with the unthinking Part of 
Mankind. 5 | 


As to Worſhip, or that Part of Religion 
which reſpects our Addreſſes to God, it is di- 
ſtinguiſhed into public and private; both which 
have, if conſidered aright, a peculiarly agree- 
able Aſpect, and moral Beauty. The former 
may very properly be conſidered as an Aſem- 
bly of the Sons of God met together (in the 

ame of, or through the Aſſurance given of 
Acceptance by Jeſus Chriſt, their elder Bro- 
ther and Lord ) jointly to avow their Depend. 
ence on his fatherly Care and Goodneſs, im- 
woe his Bleſſing, and pay him Homage. The 

atter is that, wherein the Man, ſhutting him- 

ſelf up from Obſervation, retires to his Father 
in Secret with Thanks and Petitions, whoſe 
Ubiquity and Omniſcience are thereby directly 
acknowledged (in the ſame Name, or thro' 
the ſame Aſſurance, as aforeſaid ). 

As to the Prayer or Addreſs, the Matter 
and Language thereof ought to be ſuited to 
the primary Character of the Object, and the 
Relation we bear to him, as well as beſt ex- 


preſſive 
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pteſſive of our Deſites. O Lord our God, thou 
art very great, thou art chathed with Honour 
and Majeſty. Who covereſt thyſelf with Light 
as with a Garment, Who fretebeſt aut the 
Heavens like à Curtain. Who layeth the Beams 
of his Chambers in the Waters, who maketh the 
louds bis Chariot, who walketh upon the Wings 
of the Wind, &c. Theſe and the like poetical 
Expreſſions are elegant and S vary 
well adapted for a Few or a Deiſt, but not fo 
for the Chriſtian's Invocation. The Hour 
cometh, and now 1s, when the true Worſhippers 
ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth; 
for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him +. 
I think we are not to call in queſtion the Sin- 
cetity and Uprightneſs of the Jewiſh Saints in 
the Worſhip of God: But as the Spirit of 
Adoption, and the Truth of his Relation, were, 
in a good meaſure, loſt and unknown to them 
as well as to the Pagan World, their Worſhip 
could not but be vaſtly inferior to that of 
Chriftians, whoſe Faith enters into that within 
the Veil. 

The only right and true Plan of Worſhip 
is formed on the Paternity of God. When 
ye pray, ſay, I not Dread Sovereign, but] Our 
Father, which art in Heaven. Tis after this 
Manner we are to addreſs ourſelves to the 
Deity, vig. viewing in his Divine Majeſty the 
lovely Aſpe& of a Father; and, under that 
Name and Notion, with all poſſible Expreſ- 


Palm civ, 7 John iv 23 1 | 
: Ry ſions 
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ſions of filial Affection and Reverence, beg 
his Bleſſing, . and pay him apap 5) The 
Beauty and Propriety of. Words in Prayer are 
beſt eſtimated by their Suitableneſs to indear 
the Deity to us, and ſupport the Truth of his 
Relation, the Character of which ought to be 
ingraven on our Minds, and familiar, to the 
Language. of our Souls. Our Lord hath given 
us ſeveral Inſtances, in which the Character 
may be preſerved, and yet, by annexing other 
Epithets, the Form be varied, as Holy Father, 
Righteous Father, O Father Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, &c. DOT * 


Again; To demean ourſelves aright in this 


Particular, our Addreſs ought to be grave and 
ſolemn, our Hearts ſincere, and our Spirits 
chearful. Wry Faces, whining Sounds, ſud- 
den Changes of Poſture, theatrical Airs and 


Geſtures, are not Worſhip, but Fuſtian and 


Pageantry. 


Sixthiy, This Subject affords, to conſiderate 
Minds, 4 Principle and Spring of Action in the 
Moral and Divine Life. . 4 

It furniſhes out, in the firſt Place, a con- 
vincing Proof of our paſt bad Conduct, or 
great DefleQion from Truth and Duty, and 
ftrikes a conſcious Senſe in us, that our De- 
meanour has been very indecent and unwart 
the Relation. we bear to God. For, whilſt 
we view him in the Character before us, our 
Hearts ſecretly and ingenuouſly reproach. us, 
and force us to own, that we have not treated 

him 
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him as being what he is, with ſuitable Affee- 
tions and Actions, but rather as a Being diſ- 
agreeable and hurtful to us, with Coldneſs and 
Indifference, Shyneſs and Averſion. 
Again; It preſents a ſtrong exciting Motive 
to Repentance and Amendment. Shall we 
continue. to diſgrace our Nature by a mere 
animal, low, ſenſual Life, and remain at Di- 
Rance and Enmity with our adorable Father ? 
Certainly 'tis a more worthy and rational Part, 
that, with the prodigal Son in the Goſpel, when 
he came to himſelf, we ariſe and go to our 
Father, and ſay, Father, we have finned againſt 
Heaven, and before thee, and are no more worthy 
10 be called thy Sons.—— To what Acts of He- 
roiſm and Bravery were ſome of the Pagans 
carried by an imaginary Deſcent from ſome + 
petty Deity! And ſhall the Offspring, the 
Race of God, whoſe Minds ought to be ele- 
vated with the moſt noble and generous Sen- 
timents, and bent on Deeds truly great and 
godlike, pet form only mean and ſcandalous 
Pabin in Life! — Let us ſupport the Dignity 
of our Relation and Character, and be able 
to evince on all proper Occaſions, that we are 
the Children of ſuch à Father, by walking 
"worthy of him who hath called us to bis Ring- 
I——__ = 2 
Again; What an Encouragement do we de- 
rive hence to frequent Converſe with Gad, and 
Dependence upon bis Providence! By the ſame 
internal Neceſſity of Nature, that God exiſts 

*r Theſſ. il. 12, Bo 


any- 
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thy-whbere, he muſt exiſt every-where, and be 
preſent to all things. He ig not far from every 
one of us. And he gives frequent Inſtances of 
his parental Regards to Men, as Sc. Paul ob- 
ſerves, that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply 
"they migbt feel after him, and find bim *. He 
who governs and pervades the Univerſe, is the 
Father of our Spirits, and perfectly knows 
what are the Mind and Language of them. 
Let us therefore /:ft up our Souls (to borrow 
the Hebrew Phraſes for Devotion) unte the 
Lord, and pour out our Hearts before him. 
Tho' he be intimately acquainted with all 
our Circumſtances and Wants, and therefore 
need not be told, by way of Information, 
how the Caſe is with us; yet as free Beings, 
our Wills muſt concur, and our Faculties be 
exerted, in order to the Furtherance of cur 
Happineſs: And as we are indigent depen- 
dent Beings, it accords with Rea/on and Fit- 


neſs that God be ſought to and petitioned for 


the good things we ſtand in need of. This, 
in another Light, is only putting ourſelves in- 
to a proper Poſture and Diſpoſition to receive 
bis Bleſſing. | 
Enthuſiaſm, when it is purely of a reli- 
gious Caſt, ſeldom fails to furniſh out a di- 
verting Topick for thoſe who would pals for 
the Wits of the Age. But perhaps our modiſh Free- 


thinkers are as great Ethuſiaſts as any what- 


ever, and, on Inquiry, may be able to give 


Ad, xvii. 2, 


N leſs 
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leſs Reaſon for their Sneers at Religion and 
Revelation, than the honeſt Fanatic in Behalf 
of both, who miſtakes a heated Imagination 
for ſpiritual Devotion. Twould be well, were 
the Paſſions never out of Place, I mean, from 
the Command of the Underſtanding, eſpe- 
cially in Matters of ſuch Importance as Reli- 
gion is, and which is the moſt reaſonable 
thing in the World. For when any are weak 
enough to be led by their Paſſions, and tranſ- 
ported by Sights or particular Sounds, ſtriking 
on and titillating their Fancy, and by this 
judge themſelves in a good Mood, and their 
Duty to God performed, they expoſe them- 
ſelves ſufficiently to Men of Senſe, who can 
perceive the Deluſion, and do, in fact, great 
Prejudice to weak Minds of another Stamp, 
who can thence infer, that all Acts of Devo- 
tion are Cheat and Farce. Let us beware of 
Extremes: And as there is ſuch a thing as 
Communion with God, which is both eligible 
and rational, and may be defended on the 
ſolid Principles of Reaſon and Philoſophy, let 
us aſpire after it; and, with humble and fin- 
cere Minds, implore his Spirit to form that 
divine Temper in us, whereby we may cry, 
Abba, Father ; or (which will amount to 
much the ſame) that we may be ſo diſpoſed, 
by a Principle of Truth from him, as to find 
a Suitableneis in our Minds and Lives to what 
we know him to be, and from which Image 
and Reſemblance of him we may rationally and 
comfortably deduce or infer our Intereſt in 


and 
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and filial Relation to him. Communion with 
God has nothing obſcure and unintelligible 
in the proper Notion of it, being only a Cor- 
2—— between God and Men, ſuitable to 

e Relations they bear to each other. That God 
knows all our Motions, and that, under a firm 
Perſuaſion thereof, Men can will and defign ſome 

ere ones to fall before his Obſervation, is 
* yond Diſpute; and cannot the Father of 
Spirits convey a divine Energy, and manifeſt 
himſelf to his Offspring ? Where is the Incon- 
gruity or Abſurdity of this? The healthful 
Spirit of his Grace does not deſtroy the Liberty 
of the Will, or ſuperſede and render uſeleſs 
the reaſoning Powers, but always ſtrengthens 
and co-operates with them. As& and it ſhall 
be given you. If ye, being evil, know how to 
give good Gifts unto your Children ; how much 
more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask bim *? 

Then, as to-Dependence upon him, and a 
chearful Acquieſcence in his Will, we have 
the greateſt Encouragement poſſible. If he 
who governs the World be our Father, how 
eaſy may we ſatisfy and reſt ourſelves in his 
Conduct and Diſpoſition of Things? Though 
we are weak and helpleſs, he is ſtrong and 
mighty, and has infinite Wiſdom to guide 
him in the Superintendence of us and of all 
his Family. Let us not therefore diſquiet and 
perplex onr Minds, the moſt ſure and infal- 
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lible Signs of Want and Poverty; but, doing 
whatever appears to be our Duty, caſt all our 
Care upon him who careth for us. * The 
* Man who always lives in this Diſpoſition of 
t Mind, has not the ſame dark and melancholy 
% Views of human Nature, as he who conſt» 
t ders himſelf abſtractedly from this Relation 
eto the Supreme Being. At the ſame time that 
ce he reflects upon his own Weakneſs and Im- 
0 perfection, he comforts himſelf with the 
« Contemplation of thoſe Divine Attributes 
* which arc employ'd for his Safety and his 
« Welfare. He finds his Want of Forefight 
* made up by the Omniſcience of him who is 
« his Support. He is not ſenſible of his Want 
* of Strength, when he knows, that his Helper 
* is Almighty. In ſhott, the Perſon who has 
te a firm Truſt on the Supreme Being, is power- 
« ful in his Power, wile by Hi Wiſdom, hap- 
e py by bis Happineſs. He reaps the Benefit 
te of every Divine Attribute, and loſes his own 
& Inſufficiency in the Fulne/s of infinite Per- 
“ fection. Our Lord, in his moſt excellent 
Sermon to his Diſciples upon the Mount, makes 
a very juſt and beautiful Uſe of this Doctrine, 
that God is the Father of Men, in order to ſuppreſs 
all anxious diſquieting Thoughts, which their 
temporal Concerns might excite in them: 
Take no Thought for your Life, what ye ſhall 
eat, or what ye ſhall drink; nor yet for your 
Body, what ye ſhall put on. Behold the Fowls 
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of the Air; for they ſow not, neither do they 


reap, nor gather into Barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better 
than they? — Mur beavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all theſe things *, There is a 
moral Truth and Beauty in theſe Acts of Sub- 
miſſion and Reſignation to God, and infinite- 
ly more of real Religion contained in them, 
than in all the pompous Forms of Worſhip, 
or the moſt tedious and extravagant Methods 
of Devotion that ever Guilt or Superſtition in- 
vented, 

In fine; We have here a ſtrong and power- 
ful Inducement to cultivate Love and Benevo- 
lence to. all Mankind. We Men are the Pro- 
geny and Offspring of God, which ſhould en- 
dear us to one another as Brethren; than 
which nothing can be more congruous and 
natural, more worthy and becoming our com- 
mon and high Original. The contrary Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition is repugnant to the Man. 
ners of his Family whom we call Father. 
The Sons of God in Heaven, even from the 
firſt-begotten, become Nuncio's, Angels and 
Meſſengers in the Work and Labour of Love 
and Charity: Whilſt the eternal. Parent him- 
ſelf is concern'd for and takes care of all, the 
Good and Bad, the Unjuft as well as the Juſt. 
Let us therefore be Imitators of God as dear 
Children , putting on, as his Elect, holy and 
beloved, Bowels of Mercies, We ſee, in this 
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Light, the Reaſonableneſs of the Precepts of - 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, which ſo ſtrenuouſly 
infifts on Forbearance and mutual Charity. 
God will have us to treat one another as bei 
what we are; to love as Brethren, be pitifu 
be courteous, tender-hearted, forgiving one an- 
other : And hath taught us to expect his Fa- 
vour and Forgiveneſs, A s we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us, and not otherwiſe. If ye 

give not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will 
your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes . 

Tis true, Patriotiſin, or the Love of one's 
Country, in particular, is not ſo much recom- 
mended by Chrift as by Heathen Authors. 
What then? Is Chriſtianity deficient ? Or, ra- 
ther, is it not perſect and divine, fince it con- 
forms to the Original of our Nature, and the 
Relation which all Men have to one another? 
We are Citizens of the World, and of one Fa- 
mily, whether we dwell in England or Bar- 
bary; and univerſal Benevolence and Good. 
will is requiſite and fit to be exerciſed to all 
Men, whether Pagans, Papiſts, Fews or Mo- 
bammedans. We are to owe no Man any 1 hing, 
but to love one another. © A Debt ever owing, 
* and ever to be in paying; but never to be 
“ paid off. Did the Chriſtian Scheme take 
Effect, it would prevent all Encroachments 
on Property, and litigious Diſputes: Plunder 
and War would be no more. Men would beat 


their Swords into Plough-ſhares, and their d pears 
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into Pruning-hoaks. Chriſt, tho he paid his 

firſt Regards to his own Nation, tafted of 

Death for. every Man, whether Barbarian, 

Scythian, bond 1 And by his Precepts 

2 well as Example endeavoured to baniſh nar- 

. row-ſjurited, ill. natured, ſelfiſh Prinziptes out 
2 the World. 


The larger our Minds, and the more exten- | 


five our Charity is, the more we reſemble God, 
and have the brighter Evidence of our being 


born of bim. We are not to think the Rich 


better than the Poor, or that the proſperous 
Man is more in the Divine Favour than the 
needy : God is alike the Father of both. And 
tho' he make a Diſtiagion, in their outward 
Circumſtances, and Goods of Fortune, it is 
rather to ry their own Affections to each 
other, than io be the Mark of his Favour and 
Diſpleaſure. If half of Mankind are ſtrong, 
tis to %% thoſe who are weak; if ricb, to 


relieve thoſe who are poor; if wiſe, to com- 


paſſionate the Ignorant, and them that are out 
of the Way. This is pure and undefiled Reli- 

gion before God and the Father, and will yield 
us more Honour than all the applauded Names 
acquired by ſerving of Parties and Fattiens. 


When Mankind ſhall be 1 to this 


godlike Diſpoſition, (which, perhaps, a mean 
Self-love, Pride and Ill- nature will never ſuf- 
fer to obtain in this World) what a pleaſing 
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Scene willeit exhibit to the generous Beholder 
Ihe moſt narrow and contracted Mind mu 
2, open andinlarge itſelf, and acquire a Habit of 
Benevolence and Charity, before ir can poſſi- 
8 bly be admitted to the general Afﬀen bly of the 
SGiocns of God, where divine Love from the Cen- 
rere will diffuſe itſelf abroad on every Soul, and 
tWhat perfect Unity commence for ever, as God 
5 ant Chriſt are one. 97:19 * 1161 3.513 21:7 
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